Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: The Immediacy of Good
April 6, 2011
Hymns: 314, 232, 391
The Bible
Mark 1:15 The time
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe
the gospel.
Jeremiah 23:23, 24
Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off?
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord.
Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.
Psalms 139:2, 5-11
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my
thought afar off.
Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither
shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely
the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
Psalms 40:11
Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord: let thy lovingkindness
and thy truth continually preserve me.
Psalms 121:1-8
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot
to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy
shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon
by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and
even for evermore.
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Matthew 8:1-3
When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.
And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him,
saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
Mark 1:29-31
And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. But Simon's wife's mother
lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. And he came and took her by
the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she
ministered unto them.
Matthew 20:30-34
¶And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus
passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. And
the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they
cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. And
Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto
you? They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened. So Jesus had
compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes
received sight, and they followed him.
Mark 2:1-12
And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that
he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch
that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and
he preached the word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of
the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto
him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When
Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be
forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning
in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive
sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they
so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things
in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the
sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way
into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth
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before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying,
We never saw it on this fashion.
Luke 5:1-9
And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of
God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by the
lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.
And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that
he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the
people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon,
Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon
answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken
nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this
done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they
beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should
come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they
began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all
that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:
John 4:35
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest.
Isaiah 49:8 (to :)
Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of
salvation have I helped thee:
2 Corinthians 6:2
(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation
have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.)

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
490:14-16
Human theories are helpless to make man harmonious or immortal, since he is
so already, according to Christian Science.
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123:16-29
The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the
scientific system of divine healing.
The revelation consists of two parts:
1. The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual
sense of the Scriptures and through the teachings of the Comforter, as
promised by the Master.
2. The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did
not specially belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an
ever-operative divine Principle. The operation of this Principle indicates the
eternality of the scientific order and continuity of being.
494:5, 19
Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's
was done for himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to
preserve the eternal harmony? But mortals did need this help, and Jesus
pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met and always will meet
every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the divine
power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all
mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.
Reason, rightly directed, serves to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but sin,
sickness, and death will seem real (even as the experiences of the sleeping
dream seem real) until the Science of man's eternal harmony breaks their
illusion with the unbroken reality of scientific being.
242:25-26
The divine Science of man is woven into one web of consistency without seam
or rent.
63:5
In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure
constitute his ancestry. His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor
does he pass through material conditions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is
his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is his Father, and Life is the law
of his being.
414:28
Remember that man's perfection is real and unimpeachable, whereas
imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not brought about by divine Love.
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470:24-5
If there ever was a moment when man did not express the divine perfection,
then there was a moment when man did not express God, and consequently a
time when Deity was unexpressed— that is, without entity. If man has lost
perfection, then he has lost his perfect Principle, the divine Mind. If man ever
existed without this perfect Principle or Mind, then man's existence was a myth.
The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in
Science; and Science knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the
divine order or spiritual law, in which God and all that He creates are perfect
and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history.
353:16-18 Perfection
Perfection underlies reality. Without perfection, nothing is wholly real.
428:22-23
The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man is, not shall be, perfect and
immortal.
39:18
"Now," cried the apostle, "is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation," — meaning, not that now men must prepare for a future-world
salvation, or safety, but that now is the time in which to experience that
salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time for so-called material pains and
material pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal, because impossible in
Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true idea and divine
Principle of all that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously. This
thought is apprehended slowly, and the interval before its attainment is attended
with doubts and defeats as well as triumphs.
573:31
When you read this, remember Jesus' words, "The kingdom of God is within
you." This spiritual consciousness is therefore a present possibility.
124:25-26
Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things.
325:13-15
When spiritual being is understood in all its perfection, continuity, and might,
then shall man be found in God's image.
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