Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Bablyon is Fallen
August 10, 2011
Hymns: 200, 12, 327
The Bible
Isaiah 14:3-7
And it shall come to pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest from thy
sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made
to serve, ¶That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and
say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased! The Lord hath
broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. He who smote the
people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is
persecuted, and none hindereth. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they
break forth into singing.
Revelation 18:1, 2 (to 4th ,)
And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen,
Genesis 11:1, 3-9
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.
And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them
throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they
said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face
of the whole earth. And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one,
and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will
be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down,
and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's
speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the
earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel;
because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from
thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.
Revelation 19:1, 6
And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying,
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
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And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth.
Revelation 11:15
And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
Daniel 4:1-8 (to 3rd ,), 19, 24, 25, 28-31, 33-37
Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought it good to shew the signs
and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. How great are his
signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and his dominion is from generation to generation. I Nebuchadnezzar was at
rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace: I saw a dream which made me
afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me.
Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me,
that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. Then
came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers:
and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the
interpretation thereof. ¶But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name
was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god,
¶Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and
his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the
dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and
said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation
thereof to thine enemies.
This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which
is come upon my lord the king:
That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee
with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know
that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he
will.
¶All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he
walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is
not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While the word was in
the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.
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The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven
from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds'
claws. And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto
heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most
High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same time my
reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and
brightness returned unto me; and my counsellers and my lords sought unto me;
and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto
me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all
whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he
is able to abase.
1 Chronicles 29:11
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory,
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.
Isaiah 14:12-15 2nd How art
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides
of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most
High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.
Jeremiah 51:1, 2, 6 (to ;), 8 (to :), 10, 25, 26
Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against them
that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against me, a destroying wind;
And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land:
for in the day of trouble they shall be against her round about.
Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off
in her iniquity;
Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed:
The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion
the work of the Lord our God.
Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the Lord, which
destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain.
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And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations;
but thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the Lord.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
252:16-30
Material sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says:
I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery,
rob, murder, and I elude detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in
propensity, deceitful in sentiment, fraudulent in purpose, I mean to make my
short span of life one gala day. What a nice thing is sin! How sin succeeds,
where the good purpose waits! The world is my kingdom. I am enthroned in the
gorgeousness of matter. But a touch, an accident, the law of God, may at any
moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting lava,
I expand but to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming
fire.
186:19 (only)
The only power of evil is to destroy itself.
581:17
BABEL. Self-destroying error; a kingdom divided against itself, which cannot
stand; material knowledge.
590:4
KNOWLEDGE. Evidence obtained from the five corporeal senses; mortality;
beliefs and opinions; human theories, doctrines, hypotheses; that which is not
divine and is the origin of sin, sickness, and death; the opposite of spiritual Truth
and understanding.
296:22-28
The knowledge obtained from the corporeal senses leads to sin and death.
When the evidence of Spirit and matter, Truth and error, seems to commingle, it
rests upon foundations which time is wearing away. Mortal mind judges by the
testimony of the material senses, until Science obliterates this false testimony.
581:19
The higher false knowledge builds on the basis of evidence obtained from the
five corporeal senses, the more confusion ensues, and the more certain is the
downfall of its structure.
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201:7 (only)
We cannot build safely on false foundations.
268:6-11, 14
Belief in a material basis, from which may be deduced all rationality, is slowly
yielding to the idea of a metaphysical basis, looking away from matter to Mind
as the cause of every effect. Materialistic hypotheses challenge metaphysics to
meet in final combat.
In this final struggle for supremacy, semi-metaphysical systems afford no
substantial aid to scientific metaphysics, for their arguments are based on the
false testimony of the material senses as well as on the facts of Mind. These
semi-metaphysical systems are one and all pantheistic, and savor of
Pandemonium, a house divided against itself.
279:22-26
Every system of human philosophy, doctrine, and medicine is more or less
infected with the pantheistic belief that there is mind in matter; but this belief
contradicts alike revelation and right reasoning.
269:21
The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. I therefore
plant myself unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his apostles, of the
prophets, and on the testimony of the Science of Mind. Other foundations there
are none. All other systems — systems based wholly or partly on knowledge
gained through the material senses — are reeds shaken by the wind, not
houses built on the rock.
599:6-7
ZION. Spiritual foundation and superstructure; inspiration; spiritual strength.
252:31-14
Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith:
I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the
infinite understanding, for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of
being, imperishable glory, — all are Mine, for I am God. I give immortality to
man, for I am Truth. I include and impart all bliss, for I am Love. I give life,
without beginning and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and give all, for I
am Mind. I am the substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM.
I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine
rights, your heaven-bestowed harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is
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no cause (outside of erring, mortal, material sense which is not power) able to
make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are conquering this false sense.
253:19-21, 25-2
Matter can make no opposition to right endeavors against sin or sickness, for
matter is inert, mindless.
Do not believe in any supposed necessity for sin, disease, or death, knowing
(as you ought to know) that God never requires obedience to a so-called
material law, for no such law exists. The belief in sin and death is destroyed by
the law of God, which is the law of Life instead of death, of harmony instead of
discord, of Spirit instead of the flesh.
The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human
footsteps leading to perfection are indispensable.
254:6-8, 12
God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh is
fought and the victory won.
Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin
aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the great problem of being, is
doing much.
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