Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Putting off the material (old) man
August 24, 2011
Hymns: 19, 306, 192
The Bible
Colossians 3:4-10
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in
glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which
is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have
put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
Genesis 25:19-26 (to :), 29-34
¶And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac:
And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of
Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. And Isaac
entreated the Lord for his wife, because she was barren: and the Lord was
entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children struggled
together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to
inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb,
and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one
people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the
younger. ¶And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were
twins in her womb. And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment;
and they called his name Esau. And after that came his brother out, and his
hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob:
¶And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: And
Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am
faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy
birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall
this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way:
thus Esau despised his birthright.
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Genesis 28:10-13, 15 (to 3rd ,)
¶And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted
upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and
he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in
that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending
and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the
Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;
And, behold, I am with thee,
Genesis 32:1, 3, 6, 7 (to :), 24-30
And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.
And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of
Seir, the country of Edom.
¶And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau,
and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.
Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed:
¶And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking
of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the
hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he
wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy
name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more
Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and
hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed
him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God
face to face, and my life is preserved.
Numbers 6:24-27
The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The Lord make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will
bless them.
James 4:7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Acts 9:1-12, 17, 18, 20
And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to
the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or
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women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he
came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said,
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing
a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him
into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor
drink. ¶And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight,
and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he
prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting
his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands
on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the
way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be
filled with the Holy Ghost.
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of
God.
1 Corinthians 15:34 (to;), 45-50, 53
Awake to righteousness, and sin not;
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam
was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but
that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the
earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such
are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are
heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.
2 Corinthians 5:16 henceforth (to :), 17
henceforth know we no man after the flesh:
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
476:1 (only), 11-13, 17
Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals.
Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the
only and eternal verities of man.
Mortality is finally swallowed up in immortality. Sin, sickness, and death must
disappear to give place to the facts which belong to immortal man.
494:25
Which of these two theories concerning man are you ready to accept? One is
the mortal testimony, changing, dying, unreal. The other is the eternal and real
evidence, bearing Truth's signet, its lap piled high with immortal fruits.
296:4
Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which
the mortal is dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or
Science must destroy all illusions regarding life and mind, and regenerate
material sense and self. The old man with his deeds must be put off. Nothing
sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of sin, not
the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and
eternal.
300:9
So far as the scientific statement as to man is understood, it can be proved and
will bring to light the true reflection of God— the real man, or the new man (as
St. Paul has it).
583:5
Children of Israel. The representatives of Soul, not corporeal sense; the
offspring of Spirit, who, having wrestled with error, sin, and sense, are governed
by divine Science; some of the ideas of God beheld as men, casting out error
and healing the sick; Christ's offspring.
308:16
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life,
substance, and intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and
pains, — when an angel, a message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and
smote the sinew, or strength, of his error, till he saw its unreality; and Truth,
being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine
Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: "Let me go, for the day breaketh;" that
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is, the light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his
error and his need of help, did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until
his nature was transformed. When Jacob was asked, "What is thy name?" he
straightway answered; and then his name was changed to Israel, for "as a
prince" had he prevailed and had "power with God and with men." Then Jacob
questioned his deliverer, "Tell me, I pray thee, thy name;" but this appellation
was withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal being, but a nameless,
incorporeal impartation of divine Love to man, which, to use the word of the
Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him the spiritual sense of being and
rebuked his material sense.
309:7
The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error
with the understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man.
He was no longer called Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of
God, who had fought a good fight. He was to become the father of those, who
through earnest striving followed his demonstration of the power of Spirit over
the material senses; and the children of earth who followed his example were to
be called the children of Israel, until the Messiah should rename them. If these
children should go astray, and forget that Life is God, good, and that good is not
in elements which are not spiritual, — thus losing the divine power which heals
the sick and sinning, — they were to be brought back through great tribulation,
to be renamed in Christian Science and led to deny material sense, or mind in
matter, even as the gospel teaches.
569:3
Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and
overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God.
66:9-10 Through
Through great tribulation we enter the kingdom.
174:9-14
The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and
portend a long night to the traveller; but the angels of His presence — the
spiritual intuitions that tell us when "the night is far spent, the day is at hand" —
are our guardians in the gloom.
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