Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Crumbling away of material sense
December 21, 2011
Hymns: 123, 71, 293
The Bible
Psalms 46:6
The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth
melted.
Exodus 19:17, 18
And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on a
smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
Isaiah 2:2 it shall, 3 (to :), 5, 12, 14, 17-22
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all nations shall flow unto it.
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths:
O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.
For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty,
and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:
And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up,
And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men
shall be made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols
he shall utterly abolish. And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into
the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty,
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. In that day a man shall cast his idols
of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to worship,
to the moles and to the bats; To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops
of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when
he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his
nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?
Isaiah 13:6, 7, 12, 13
¶Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from
the Almighty.
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Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt:
I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden
wedge of Ophir.
Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place,
in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.
Isaiah 24:18 for
for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do
shake.
Acts 16:16-21, 23-26
¶And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a
spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:
The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants
of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. And this did she
many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command
thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same
hour. ¶And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they
caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, And
brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do
exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to
receive, neither to observe, being Romans.
And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison,
charging the jailor to keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge,
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. ¶And at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners
heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were
opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
Isaiah 14:5, 7
The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers.
The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.
Matthew 24:1, 2
And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to
him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.
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John 2:19 Destroy
Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
Matthew 26:47, 56 Then, 57, 59-61, 65, 66
¶And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a
great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the
people.
Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.
¶And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders were assembled.
Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness
against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false
witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, And
said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in
three days.
Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what
further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.
What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.
Matthew 27:33, 35 (to 1st ,), 51, 54
And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place
of a skull,
And they crucified him,
And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom;
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;
Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly
this was the Son of God.
Matthew 28:1-3, 5, 6
In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week,
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold,
there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that
ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.
He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord
lay.
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Hebrews 12:1, 2, 26-29
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more,
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are
made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a
consuming fire.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
209:16-30
The compounded minerals or aggregated substances composing the earth, the
relations which constituent masses hold to each other, the magnitudes,
distances, and revolutions of the celestial bodies, are of no real importance,
when we remember that they all must give place to the spiritual fact by the
translation of man and the universe back into Spirit. In proportion as this is
done, man and the universe will be found harmonious and eternal.
Material substances or mundane formations, astronomical calculations, and all
the paraphernalia of speculative theories, based on the hypothesis of material
law or life and intelligence resident in matter, will ultimately vanish, swallowed
up in the infinite calculus of Spirit.
293:13-16
The material so-called gases and forces are counterfeits of the spiritual forces
of divine Mind, whose potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose
adhesion and cohesion are Life, perpetuating the eternal facts of being.
353:16-19
All the real is eternal. Perfection underlies reality. Without perfection, nothing is
wholly real. All things will continue to disappear, until perfection appears and
reality is reached.
540:5
In Isaiah we read: "I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;"
but the prophet referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost,
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when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to its common denominator,
nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to purify the stream.
In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are aggravated,
we may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought
to know that God's law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth
may annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.
293:24-28
The manifestations of evil, which counterfeit divine justice, are called in the
Scriptures, "The anger of the Lord." In reality, they show the self-destruction of
error or matter and point to matter's opposite, the strength and permanency of
Spirit.
267:1-2
Every object in material thought will be destroyed, but the spiritual idea, whose
substance is in Mind, is eternal.
96:5-7, 15-24, 27
Before error is wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general
material routine.
The breaking up of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want
and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume new phases until their
nothingness appears. These disturbances will continue until the end of error,
when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.
Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has
begun, and will continue until all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is
changeable, but spiritual understanding is changeless.
As material knowledge diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real
objects will be apprehended mentally instead of materially.
97:11, 26
The more destructive matter becomes, the more its nothingness will appear,
until matter reaches its mortal zenith in illusion and forever disappears. The
nearer a false belief approaches truth without passing the boundary where,
having been destroyed by divine Love, it ceases to be even an illusion, the riper
it becomes for destruction. The more material the belief, the more obvious its
error, until divine Spirit, supreme in its domain, dominates all matter, and man is
found in the likeness of Spirit, his original being.
"He uttered His voice, the earth melted." This Scripture indicates that all matter
will disappear before the supremacy of Spirit.
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288:3, 10-14, 20
The suppositional warfare between truth and error is only the mental conflict
between the evidence of the spiritual senses and the testimony of the material
senses, and this warfare between the Spirit and flesh will settle all questions
through faith in and the understanding of divine Love.
When the final physical and moral effects of Christian Science are fully
apprehended, the conflict between truth and error, understanding and belief,
Science and material sense, foreshadowed by the prophets and inaugurated by
Jesus, will cease, and spiritual harmony reign.
The chief stones in the temple of Christian Science are to be found in the
following postulates: that Life is God, good, and not evil; that Soul is sinless, not
to be found in the body; that Spirit is not, and cannot be, materialized; that Life
is not subject to death; that the spiritual real man has no birth, no material life,
and no death.
595:7-9 (to ;)
TEMPLE. Body; the idea of Life, substance, and intelligence; the superstructure
of Truth; the shrine of Love;
27:10
That Life is God, Jesus proved by his reappearance after the crucifixion in strict
accordance with his scientific statement: "Destroy this temple [body], and in
three days I [Spirit] will raise it up." It is as if he had said: The I— the Life,
substance, and intelligence of the universe — is not in matter to be destroyed.
428:8-19
To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual
facts of being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we
shall sweep away the false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in
truth the temple, or body, "whose builder and maker is God."
We should consecrate existence, not "to the unknown God" whom we
"ignorantly worship," but to the eternal builder, the everlasting Father, to the Life
which mortal sense cannot impair nor mortal belief destroy.
209:1-2
Man, being immortal, has a perfect indestructible life.
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