Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: God's protection of children
December 28, 2011
Hymns: 207, 406, 291
The Bible
Genesis 21:14-17, 19, 20 (to ;)
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of
water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent
her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.
And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the
shrubs. And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it
were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat
over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. And God heard the voice of
the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her,
What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where
he is.
And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and
filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.
And God was with the lad;
Psalms 91:11 he, 12
he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Exodus 1:8-10, 22
Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. And he
said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and
mightier than we: Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and
it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our
enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.
And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast
into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.
Exodus 2:1-8, 10
And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.
And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was
a goodly child, she hid him three months. And when she could not longer hide
him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with
pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink.
And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. ¶And the
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daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens
walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags,
she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had opened it, she saw the child:
and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is
one of the Hebrews' children. Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I
go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child
for thee? And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and
called the child's mother.
And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he
became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I
drew him out of the water.
Isaiah 66:13 (to ;), 14 (to :)
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you;
And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like
an herb:
2nd Kings 4:1-3, 5-7
Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto
Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy
servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons
to be bondmen. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what
hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the
house, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.
So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her; and she poured out. And it came to pass, when the
vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said
unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and
told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live
thou and thy children of the rest.
1st Kings 17: 8-15, 17, 19, 21-23
¶And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath,
which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow
woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and
said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As
the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in
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and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto
her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake
first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. And she
went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house,
did eat many days. ¶And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that
there was no breath left in him.
And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.
And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord,
and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him
again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of
the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said,
See, thy son liveth.
Matthew 2:1, 11-14, 19-21
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
¶And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed into their own country another way. And when they were departed,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise,
and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there
until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When
he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into
Egypt:
¶But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and
go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.
And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land
of Israel.
Romans 8:38, 39 (to 4th ,)
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God,
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Isaiah 54:13
And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of
thy children.
Isaiah 11:8 the sucking, 9
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice' den.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 65:18 be, 19 and the, 20 (to ;), 24
be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. and the voice of weeping shall be
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence an
infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die
an hundred years old;
And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, I will hear.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
507:3
Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual
creation, thus tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. Spirit
names and blesses all. Without natures particularly defined, objects and
subjects would be obscure, and creation would be full of nameless offspring, —
wanderers from the parent Mind, strangers in a tangled wilderness.
303:28-9
Spiritual man is the image or idea of God, an idea which cannot be lost nor
separated from its divine Principle. When the evidence before the material
senses yielded to spiritual sense, the apostle declared that nothing could
alienate him from God, from the sweet sense and presence of Life and Truth. It
is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide
spiritual beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: "Neither death,
nor life, . . . nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God."
522:10
Existence, separate from divinity, Science explains as impossible.
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206:19-21, 26-29
Does God send sickness, giving the mother her child for the brief space of a few
years and then taking it away by death?
Instead of God sending sickness and death, He destroys them, and brings to
light immortality. Omnipotent and infinite Mind made all and includes all.
332:4-5
VIII. Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship
to His spiritual creation.
518:19
Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, which
shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. All the varied
expressions of God reflect health, holiness, immortality — infinite Life, Truth,
and Love.
581:8-13
ARK. Safety; the idea, or reflection, of Truth, proved to be as immortal as its
Principle; the understanding of Spirit, destroying belief in matter.
God and man coexistent and eternal; Science showing that the spiritual realities
of all things are created by Him and exist forever.
539:3
Error begins by reckoning life as separate from Spirit, thus sapping the
foundations of immortality, as if life and immortality were something which
matter can both give and take away.
306:30-2
God's man, spiritually created, is not material and mortal.
The parent of all human discord was the Adam-dream, the deep sleep, in which
originated the delusion that life and intelligence proceeded from and passed into
matter.
236:17, 23-20
Hence the importance of Christian Science, from which we learn of the one
Mind and of the availability of good as the remedy for every woe. Parents
should teach their children at the earliest possible period the truths of health and
holiness. Children are more tractable than adults, and learn more readily to love
the simple verities that will make them happy and good. Jesus loved little
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children because of their freedom from wrong and their receptiveness of right.
While age is halting between two opinions or battling with false beliefs, youth
makes easy and rapid strides towards Truth. A little girl, who had occasionally
listened to my explanations, badly wounded her finger. She seemed not to
notice it. On being questioned about it she answered ingenuously, "There is no
sensation in matter." Bounding off with laughing eyes, she presently added,
"Mamma, my finger is not a bit sore." It might have been months or years before
her parents would have laid aside their drugs, or reached the mental height their
little daughter so naturally attained. The more stubborn beliefs and theories of
parents often choke the good seed in the minds of themselves and their
offspring. Superstition, like "the fowls of the air," snatches away the good seed
before it has sprouted. Children should be taught the Truth-cure, Christian
Science, among their first lessons, and kept from discussing or entertaining
theories or thoughts about sickness. To prevent the experience of error and its
sufferings, keep out of the minds of your children either sinful or diseased
thoughts.
174:17
The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will
overtake the ages, rebuking in their course all error and proclaiming the
kingdom of heaven on earth. Truth is revealed. It needs only to be practised.
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