Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Matter is not intelligent
February 16, 2011
Hymns: 10, 444, 267
The Bible
Isaiah 43:11
I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour.
Isaiah 45:22
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else.
Isaiah 40:5 the glory (to :)
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:
Luke 8:40, 43, 44, 48
And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received
him: for they were all waiting for him.
¶And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her
living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any,
Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her
issue of blood stanched.
And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace.
John 11:1, 4, 17, 19-26, 34 Where, 38-44 It was
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and
her sister Martha.
When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.
Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days
already.
And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning
their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went
and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord,
if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy
brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in
the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
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whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.
It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye away the stone.
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he
stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then
they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I
knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I
said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead
came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound
about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
John 6:3-21
And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. And the
passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. ¶When Jesus then lifted up his eyes,
and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we
buy bread, that these may eat? And this he said to prove him: for he himself
knew what he would do. Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. One of
his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, There is a lad here,
which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so
many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in
the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took
the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and
the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as
they would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the
fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them
together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves,
which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then those men,
when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that
prophet that should come into the world. ¶When Jesus therefore perceived that
they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again
into a mountain himself alone. And when even was now come, his disciples
went down unto the sea, And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward
Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. And the
sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. So when they had rowed about
five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and
drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. But he saith unto them, It is I;
be not afraid. Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the
ship was at the land whither they went.
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Zechariah 2:13 (to :)
Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord:

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
15:15-16
We must close the lips and silence the material senses.
368:27-31
Admit the existence of matter, and you admit that mortality (and therefore
disease) has a foundation in fact. Deny the existence of matter, and you can
destroy the belief in material conditions.
218:25
Resist the temptation to believe in matter as intelligent, as having sensation or
power.
468:9-10 There
There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter.
369:5-7
In proportion as matter loses to human sense all entity as man, in that
proportion does man become its master.
273:24
Jesus walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the
dead in direct opposition to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of
Science, overcoming the false claims of material sense or law.
369:10
All these deeds manifested Jesus' control over the belief that matter is
substance, that it can be the arbiter of life or the constructor of any form of
existence.
478:14-18, 22-23
Question. — Does brain think, and do nerves feel, and is there intelligence in
matter?
Answer. — No, not if God is true and mortal man a liar. The assertion that there
can be pain or pleasure in matter is erroneous.
Matter cannot perform the functions of Mind.
3

479:8-13
Matter is neither self-existent nor a product of Spirit. An image of mortal thought,
reflected on the retina, is all that the eye beholds. Matter cannot see, feel, hear,
taste, nor smell. It is not self-cognizant, — cannot feel itself, see itself, nor
understand itself.
480:8-9
Nerves are an element of the belief that there is sensation in matter, whereas
matter is devoid of sensation.
284:12-13, 15, 21-23, 28-3
Can matter recognize Mind? Can infinite Mind recognize matter?
Can Deity be known through the material senses? Can the material senses,
which receive no direct evidence of Spirit, give correct testimony as to spiritual
life, truth, and love?
The physical senses can obtain no proof of God. They can neither see Spirit
through the eye nor hear it through the ear, nor can they feel, taste, or smell
Spirit.
According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual,
emanating from divine Mind. Thought passes from God to man, but neither
sensation nor report goes from material body to Mind. The intercommunication
is always from God to His idea, man. Matter is not sentient and cannot be
cognizant of good or of evil, of pleasure or of pain. Man's individuality is not
material.
475:6-7 Man, 11-14
Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other material
elements.
Man is spiritual and perfect; and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be
so understood in Christian Science. Man is idea, the image, of Love; he is not
physique.
264:20-21
Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under
the microscope of Spirit.
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