Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing
February 9, 2011
Hymns: 154, 192, 14

The Bible
Genesis 2:7, 16, 17, 21 (to :)
And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living soul.
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:
Genesis 3:9-14, 16-19, 24
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who
told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto
the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of
the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou
shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And
unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.
So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
Psalms 30:9 (Shall)
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 262:27-28, 31
The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man's origin.
Cause does not exist in matter, in mortal mind, or in physical forms.
SH 306:32-2
The parent of all human discord was the Adam-dream, the deep sleep, in which originated the
delusion that life and intelligence proceeded from and passed into matter.
SH 530:26 (only)
The history of error is a dream-narrative.
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SH 531:4, 25-29
This is the error, — that mortal man starts materially, that non-intelligence becomes intelligence,
that mind and soul are both right and wrong.
Which institutes Life, — matter or Mind? Does Life begin with Mind or with matter? Is Life
sustained by matter or by Spirit? Certainly not by both, since flesh wars against Spirit and the
corporeal senses can take no cognizance of Spirit.
SH 524:13-15, 17
Genesis ii. 7. And the Lord God [Jehovah] formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
With a single command, Mind had made man, both male and female. How then could a material
organization become the basis of man? How could the non-intelligent become the medium of
Mind, and error be the enunciator of Truth? Matter is not the reflection of Spirit, yet God is
reflected in all His creation. Is this addition to His creation real or unreal? Is it the truth, or is it a
lie concerning man and God?
SH 542:1 (only)
The belief of life in matter sins at every step.
SH 532:13-16, 19, 28-1
Genesis iii. 9, 10. And the Lord God [Jehovah] called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art
thou? And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I
hid myself.
Ashamed before Truth, error shrank abashed from the divine voice calling out to the corporeal
senses. Its summons may be thus paraphrased: "Where art thou, man? Is Mind in matter? Is Mind
capable of error as well as of truth, of evil as well as of good, when God is All and He is Mind
and there is but one God, hence one Mind?"
In the allegory the body had been naked, and Adam knew it not; but now error demands that mind
shall see and feel through matter, the five senses. The first impression material man had of himself
was one of nakedness and shame.
SH 307:31
Above error's awful din, blackness, and chaos, the voice of Truth still calls: "Adam, where art
thou? Consciousness, where art thou? Art thou dwelling in the belief that mind is in matter, and
that evil is mind, or art thou in the living faith that there is and can be but one God, and keeping
His commandment?" Until the lesson is learned that God is the only Mind governing man, mortal
belief will be afraid as it was in the beginning, and will hide from the demand, "Where art thou?"
This awful demand, "Adam, where art thou?" is met by the admission from the head, heart,
stomach, blood, nerves, etc.: "Lo, here I am, looking for happiness and life in the body, but
finding only an illusion, a blending of false claims, false pleasure, pain, sin, sickness, and death."
SH 532:10
Adam and his progeny were cursed, not blessed; and this indicates that the divine Spirit, or
Father, condemns material man and remands him to dust.
SH 536:16
Created by flesh instead of by Spirit, starting from matter instead of from God, mortal man would
be governed by himself. The blind leading the blind, both would fall.
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The Bible
Genesis 1:2
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
Isaiah 60:1, 2
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
Genesis 32:24-31 (to .)
¶And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And
when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow
of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day
breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is
thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel:
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him,
and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my
name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen
God face to face, and my life is preserved. And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him,
and he halted upon his thigh.
Isaiah 52:2 (to ;)
Shake thyself from the dust;
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 542:29
The sinful misconception of Life as something less than God, having no truth to support it, falls
back upon itself. This error, after reaching the climax of suffering, yields to Truth and returns to
dust; but it is only mortal man and not the real man, who dies. The image of Spirit cannot be
effaced, since it is the idea of Truth and changes not, but becomes more beautifully apparent at
error's demise.
SH 308:16-32
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and
intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an angel, a message
from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or strength, of his error, till he saw its
unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine
Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: "Let me go, for the day breaketh;" that is, the light of
Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his need of help, did
not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed. When Jacob was
asked, "What is thy name?" he straightway answered; and then his name was changed to Israel,
for "as a prince" had he prevailed and had "power with God and with men."
SH 309:7
The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error with the
understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no longer called
Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who had fought a good fight. He was to
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become the father of those, who through earnest striving followed his demonstration of the power
of Spirit over the material senses; and the children of earth who followed his example were to be
called the children of Israel, until the Messiah should rename them. If these children should go
astray, and forget that Life is God, good, and that good is not in elements which are not spiritual,
— thus losing the divine power which heals the sick and sinning, — they were to be brought back
through great tribulation, to be renamed in Christian Science and led to deny material sense, or
mind in matter, even as the gospel teaches.
SH 569:3
Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and overcome the mortal belief
in a power opposed to God.
SH 536:26
Through toil, struggle, and sorrow, what do mortals attain? They give up their belief in perishable
life and happiness; the mortal and material return to dust, and the immortal is reached.
SH 535:10-11, 12-14
Divine Science deals its chief blow at the supposed material foundations of life and intelligence.
A belief in other gods, other creators, and other creations must go down before Christian Science.
SH 288:20
The chief stones in the temple of Christian Science are to be found in the following postulates:
that Life is God, good, and not evil; that Soul is sinless, not to be found in the body; that Spirit is
not, and cannot be, materialized; that Life is not subject to death; that the spiritual real man has no
birth, no material life, and no death.
SH 557:10
Christian Science reveals harmony as proportionately increasing as the line of creation rises
towards spiritual man, — towards enlarged understanding and intelligence; but in the line of the
corporeal senses, the less a mortal knows of sin, disease, and mortality, the better for him, — the
less pain and sorrow are his. When the mist of mortal mind evaporates, the curse will be removed
which says to woman, "In sorrow thou shalt bring forth children." Divine Science rolls back the
clouds of error with the light of Truth, and lifts the curtain on man as never born and as never
dying, but as coexistent with his creator.
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