Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Motives and Acts
January 19, 2011
Hymns: 355, 160, 269
The Bible
Matt 22:36-40
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Matt 14:14-21
And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion
toward them, and he healed their sick. ¶And when it was evening, his disciples came to
him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away,
that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said unto
them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, We have here
but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring them hither to me. And he commanded
the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and
the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of
the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were about
five thousand men, beside women and children.
Matt 5:3-11
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall
be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the
children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
James 1:1-27
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double-minded man is
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unstable in all his ways. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But
the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.
For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the
flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich
man fade away in his ways. Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that
love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved
brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his
creatures. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man
he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed. If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the world.
II Cor 6:17 to Lord
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord
Isaiah 55:7
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.
Rev 21:1, 22-27
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of
it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which
are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no
night there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there
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shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Jer 29:11-15
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go
and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the
Lord: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and
from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you again
into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. ¶Because ye have
said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon;
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 376:12 Life
Life is Spirit, and that there is more life and immortality in one good motive and act,
than in all the blood which ever flowed through mortal veins and simulated a corporeal
sense of life.
SH 4:3-5, 12-22
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in
patience, meekness, love, and good deeds.
The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made
manifest in the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in
audible words, attest our worthiness to be partakers of Love.
Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to be
better and holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of
the divine character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness.
SH 473:26
Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher
importance than his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of
Christianity. Jesus proved the Principle, which heals the sick and casts out error, to be
divine. Few, however, except his students understood in the least his teachings and
their glorious proofs, — namely, that Life, Truth, and Love (the Principle of this
unacknowledged Science) destroy all error, evil, disease, and death.
SH 595:17
TIME. Mortal measurements; limits, in which are summed up all human acts, thoughts,
beliefs, opinions, knowledge; matter; error; that which begins before, and continues
after, what is termed death, until the mortal disappears and spiritual perfection
appears.
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SH 447:5-9
In mental practice you must not forget that erring human opinions, conflicting selfish
motives, and ignorant attempts to do good may render you incapable of knowing or
judging accurately the need of your fellow-men.
SH 188:4
The belief of sin, which has grown terrible in strength and influence, is an unconscious
error in the beginning, — an embryonic thought without motive; but afterwards it
governs the so-called man. Passion, depraved appetites, dishonesty, envy, hatred,
revenge ripen into action, only to pass from shame and woe to their final punishment.
SH 239:16-32
To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our affections are placed and whom
we acknowledge and obey as God. If divine Love is becoming nearer, dearer, and
more real to us, matter is then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and the spirit
we manifest reveal our standpoint, and show what we are winning.
Mortal mind is the acknowledged seat of human motives. It forms material concepts
and produces every discordant action of the body. If action proceeds from the divine
Mind, action is harmonious. If it comes from erring mortal mind, it is discordant and
ends in sin, sickness, death. Those two opposite sources never mingle in fount or
stream. The perfect Mind sends forth perfection, for God is Mind. Imperfect mortal mind
sends forth its own resemblances, of which the wise man said, "All is vanity."
SH 327:1-9
Reform comes by understanding that there is no abiding pleasure in evil, and also by
gaining an affection for good according to Science, which reveals the immortal fact that
neither pleasure nor pain, appetite nor passion, can exist in or of matter, while divine
Mind can and does destroy the false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all the sinful
appetites of the human mind.
What a pitiful sight is malice, finding pleasure in revenge!
SH 404:9-12
A corrupt mind is manifested in a corrupt body. Lust, malice, and all sorts of evil are
diseased beliefs, and you can destroy them only by destroying the wicked motives
which produce them.
SH 273:24-3
Jesus walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in
direct opposition to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science,
overcoming the false claims of material sense or law.
Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of
error at all times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals
and health when it is opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth
and Love antidote this mental miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence.
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SH 405:1-11
The basic error is mortal mind. Hatred inflames the brutal propensities. The indulgence
of evil motives and aims makes any man, who is above the lowest type of manhood, a
hopeless sufferer.
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in
abeyance with kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to
overcome deceit with honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would
not cherish an army of conspirators against health, happiness, and success.
SH 238:12-13
To fall away from Truth in times of persecution, shows that we never understood Truth.
SH 206:10-18
Will-power is capable of all evil. It can never heal the sick, for it is the prayer of the
unrighteous; while the exercise of the sentiments — hope, faith, love — is the prayer of
the righteous. This prayer, governed by Science instead of the senses, heals the sick.
In the scientific relation of God to man, we find that whatever blesses one blesses all,
as Jesus showed with the loaves and the fishes, — Spirit, not matter, being the source
of supply.
SH 446:11-27
Whoever practises the Science the author teaches, through which Mind pours light and
healing upon this generation, can practise on no one from sinister or malicious motives
without destroying his own power to heal and his own health. Good must dominate in
the thoughts of the healer, or his demonstration is protracted, dangerous, and
impossible in Science. A wrong motive involves defeat. In the Science of Mind-healing,
it is imperative to be honest, for victory rests on the side of immutable right. To
understand God strengthens hope, enthrones faith in Truth, and verifies Jesus' word:
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
Resisting evil, you overcome it and prove its nothingness. Not human platitudes, but
divine beatitudes, reflect the spiritual light and might which heal the sick.
SH 459:8
Judge not the future advancement of Christian Science by the steps already taken, lest
you yourself be condemned for failing to take the first step.
SH 326:16-32
The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have
started as you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science,
and nothing but wrong intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying
with true motives, your Father will open the way. "Who did hinder you, that ye should
not obey the truth?"
Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense
of right yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was changed.
Thought assumed a nobler outlook, and his life became more spiritual. He learned the
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wrong that he had done in persecuting Christians, whose religion he had not
understood, and in humility he took the new name of Paul. He beheld for the first time
the true idea of Love, and learned a lesson in divine Science.
SH 454:17-23
Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires,
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and
strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait
patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect
concept.
SH 512:20
Spirit blesses the multiplication of its own pure and perfect ideas. From the infinite
elements of the one Mind emanate all form, color, quality, and quantity, and these are
mental, both primarily and secondarily. Their spiritual nature is discerned only through
the spiritual senses. Mortal mind inverts the true likeness, and confers animal names
and natures upon its own misconceptions. Ignorant of the origin and operations of
mortal mind, — that is, ignorant of itself, — this so-called mind puts forth its own
qualities, and claims God as their author; albeit God is ignorant of the existence of both
this mortal mentality, so-called, and its claim, for the claim usurps the deific
prerogatives and is an attempted infringement on infinity.
SH 560:30
Ignorance of the divine idea betrays at once a greater ignorance of the divine Principle
of the idea — ignorance of Truth and Love. The understanding of Truth and Love, the
Principle which works out the ends of eternal good and destroys both faith in evil and
the practice of evil, leads to the discernment of the divine idea.
SH 436:10
Upon this statute hangs all the law and testimony. Giving a cup of cold water in Christ's
name, is a Christian service. Laying down his life for a good deed, Mortal Man should
find it again. Such acts bear their own justification, and are under the protection of the
Most High.
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