Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Being CHURCH
January 26, 2011
Hymns: 290, 113 & 176
The Bible
John 1:1-11
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. ¶There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him,
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
Matt 16:13-18
¶When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that
thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Matt 21:42-44
Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall
be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder.
Matt 5:44-48
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That
ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye
love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
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publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect.
Deut 4:35
Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is God; there is
none else beside him.
I Thess 5:2-21
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren,
are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children
of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep
in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of
the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the
hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even
as also ye do. And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in
love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you,
brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be
patient toward all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow
that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray
without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.
Matt 7:19-20
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Matt 10:8
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 35:19-25 2ND Our…
Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. We can unite with this church only as
we are new-born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which is Truth and the Truth which is
Life by bringing forth the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the sick.
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SH 583:12-19
Church. The structure of Truth and Love; whatever rests upon and proceeds from
divine Principle.
The Church is that institution, which affords proof of its utility and is found elevating the
race, rousing the dormant understanding from material beliefs to the apprehension of
spiritual ideas and the demonstration of divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or
error, and healing the sick.
SH 560:10
Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of heavenly
harmony. The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity
of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of heaven in man.
This goal is never reached while we hate our neighbor or entertain a false estimate of
anyone whom God has appointed to voice His Word. Again, without a correct sense of
its highest visible idea, we can never understand the divine Principle. The botanist
must know the genus and species of a plant in order to classify it correctly. As it is with
things, so is it with persons.
SH 192:11
Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and not of
wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the immortal. It is the headlong cataract, the
devouring flame, the tempest's breath. It is lightning and hurricane, all that is selfish,
wicked, dishonest, and impure.
SH 339:25-28
The basis of all health, sinlessness, and immortality is the great fact that God is the
only Mind; and this Mind must be not merely believed, but it must be understood.
SH 135:26-8
Christianity as Jesus taught it was not a creed, nor a system of ceremonies, nor a
special gift from a ritualistic Jehovah; but it was the demonstration of divine Love
casting out error and healing the sick, not merely in the name of Christ, or Truth, but in
demonstration of Truth, as must be the case in the cycles of divine light.
Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of
Christ-healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which
would cast out error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence,
action, nor life separate from God. Despite the persecution this brought upon him, he
used his divine power to save men both bodily and spiritually.
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SH 37:16-17
When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate
his mighty works?
SH 182:1
The act of healing the sick through divine Mind alone, of casting out error with Truth,
shows your position as a Christian Scientist.
SH 192:5-6
We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ.
SH 137:8-16NP
Yearning to be understood, the Master repeated, "But whom say ye that I am?" This
renewed inquiry meant: Who or what is it that is able to do the work, so mysterious to
the popular mind? In his rejection of the answer already given and his renewal of the
question, it is plain that Jesus completely eschewed the narrow opinion implied in their
citation of the common report about him.
With his usual impetuosity, Simon replied for his brethren, and his reply set forth a
great fact: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God!" That is: The Messiah is what
thou hast declared, — Christ, the spirit of God, of Truth, Life, and Love, which heals
mentally. This assertion elicited from Jesus the benediction, "Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven;" that is, Love hath shown thee the way of Life!
Before this the impetuous disciple had been called only by his common names, Simon
Bar-jona, or son of Jona; but now the Master gave him a spiritual name in these words:
"And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter; and upon this rock [the meaning of the
Greek word petros, or stone] I will build my church; and the gates of hell [hades, the
under-world, or the grave] shall not prevail against it." In other words, Jesus purposed
founding his society, not on the personal Peter as a mortal, but on the God-power
which lay behind Peter's confession of the true Messiah.
It was now evident to Peter that divine Life, Truth, and Love, and not a human
personality, was the healer of the sick and a rock, a firm foundation in the realm of
harmony. On this spiritually scientific basis Jesus explained his cures, which appeared
miraculous to outsiders. He showed that diseases were cast out neither by
corporeality, by materia medica, nor by hygiene, but by the divine Spirit, casting out the
errors of mortal mind. The supremacy of Spirit was the foundation on which Jesus built.
His sublime summary points to the religion of Love.
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SH 208:20
Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit, the kingdom of
heaven, — the reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain
forever unseen.
SH 37:5
History is full of records of suffering. "The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the
Church." Mortals try in vain to slay Truth with the steel or the stake, but error falls only
before the sword of Spirit. Martyrs are the human links which connect one stage with
another in the history of religion. They are earth's luminaries, which serve to cleanse
and rarefy the atmosphere of material sense and to permeate humanity with purer
ideals. Consciousness of right-doing brings its own reward; but not amid the smoke of
battle is merit seen and appreciated by lookers-on.
SH 483:13
After the author's sacred discovery, she affixed the name "Science" to Christianity, the
name "error" to corporeal sense, and the name "substance" to Mind. Science has
called the world to battle over this issue and its demonstration, which heals the sick,
destroys error, and reveals the universal harmony. To those natural Christian
Scientists, the ancient worthies, and to Christ Jesus, God certainly revealed the spirit
of Christian Science, if not the absolute letter.
SH 361:25-30 to understood
A germ of infinite Truth, though least in the kingdom of heaven, is the higher hope on
earth, but it will be rejected and reviled until God prepares the soil for the seed. That
which when sown bears immortal fruit, enriches mankind only when it is understood
SH 590:1
kingdom of heaven. The reign of harmony in divine Science; the realm of unerring,
eternal, and omnipotent Mind; the atmosphere of Spirit, where Soul is supreme.
SH 458:20
Sin makes deadly thrusts at the Christian Scientist as ritualism and creed are
summoned to give place to higher law, but Science will ameliorate mortal malice. The
Christianly scientific man reflects the divine law, thus becoming a law unto himself. He
does violence to no man. Neither is he a false accuser. The Christian Scientist wisely
shapes his course, and is honest and consistent in following the leadings of divine
Mind. He must prove, through living as well as healing and teaching, that Christ's way
is the only one by which mortals are radically saved from sin and sickness.
SH 451:2
Christian Scientists must live under the constant pressure of the apostolic command to
come out from the material world and be separate. They must renounce aggression,
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oppression and the pride of power. Christianity, with the crown of Love upon her brow,
must be their queen of life.
SH 367:17-29
A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his
disciples, when he said: "Ye are the salt of the earth." "Ye are the light of the world. A
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid." Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose
not its saltness, and that this light be not hid, but radiate and glow into noontide glory.
The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a "still, small voice,"
through silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the
beneficial effects of Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely,
the student's higher attainments in this line of light.
SH 224:22
A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs
of mortals in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for
admission. Will you open or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the
quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the patriarch at noonday?
SH 574:25
Think of this, dear reader, for it will lift the sackcloth from your eyes, and you will
behold the soft-winged dove descending upon you. The very circumstance, which your
suffering sense deems wrathful and afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained
unawares. Then thought gently whispers: "Come hither! Arise from your false
consciousness into the true sense of Love, and behold the Lamb's wife, — Love
wedded to its own spiritual idea." Then cometh the marriage feast, for this revelation
will destroy forever the physical plagues imposed by material sense.
SH 497:13
We acknowledge Jesus' atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love,
unfolding man's unity with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; and we
acknowledge that man is saved through Christ, through Truth, Life, and Love as
demonstrated by the Galilean Prophet in healing the sick and overcoming sin and
death.
SH 55:15
Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the
sick and sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall
recognize the Science of Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall
realize God's omnipotence and the healing power of the divine Love in what it has
done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. The time for the
reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his
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earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued
with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
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