Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Trials are Proofs of God’s Care
January 5, 2011
Hymns: 95, 9, 5
The Bible
Job 1:1-22
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect
and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. And there were born unto
him seven sons and three daughters. His substance also was seven thousand sheep,
and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she
asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of
the east. And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent
and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. And it was so, when the
days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all:
for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus
did Job continually. ¶Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. And the Lord said unto
Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to
and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan,
Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Then Satan answered
the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about
him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the Lord
said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth
thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord. ¶And there was a day
when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's
house: And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and
the asses feeding beside them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away;
yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped
alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The
fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and
consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell
upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet
speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And, behold, there came a great wind
from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the
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young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. Then Job
arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped, And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I
return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
Job 2:1, 3-10
Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord. And the
Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy
him without cause. And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that
a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone
and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold,
he is in thine hand; but save his life. ¶So went Satan forth from the presence of the
Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he
took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes.
¶Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What?
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did
not Job sin with his lips.
Job 42:1-6, 10, 12, 16
Then Job answered the Lord, and said, I know that thou canst do every thing, and that
no thought can be withholden from thee. Who is he that hideth counsel without
knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not. Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and
declare thou unto me. I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.
And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord
gave Job twice as much as he had before.
So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a
thousand she asses.
After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons,
even four generations.
PS 46:1-3, 6-10
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we
fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he
uttered his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
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our refuge. Selah. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made
in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow,
and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still, and know
that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
PS 23:1-6
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in
the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
II Tim 4:2-8
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 66:6
Trials teach mortals not to lean on a material staff, — a broken reed, which pierces the
heart. We do not half remember this in the sunshine of joy and prosperity. Sorrow is
salutary. Through great tribulation we enter the kingdom. Trials are proofs of God's
care. Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material
hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit, which
have no taint of earth. Each successive stage of experience unfolds new views of
divine goodness and love.
SH 494:10-11
Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need.
SH 410:29-30
Christian scientific practice begins with Christ's keynote of harmony, "Be not afraid!"
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SH 91:22-8
Certain erroneous postulates should be here considered in order that the spiritual facts
may be better apprehended.
The first erroneous postulate of belief is, that substance, life, and intelligence are
something apart from God.
The second erroneous postulate is, that man is both mental and material.
The third erroneous postulate is, that mind is both evil and good; whereas the real
Mind cannot be evil nor the medium of evil, for Mind is God.
The fourth erroneous postulate is, that matter is intelligent, and that man has a material
body which is part of himself.
The fifth erroneous postulate is, that matter holds in itself the issues of life and death,
— that matter is not only capable of experiencing pleasure and pain, but also capable
of imparting these sensations. From the illusion implied in this last postulate arises the
decomposition of mortal bodies in what is termed death.
SH 286:22
Material and temporal thoughts are human, involving error, and since God, Spirit, is the
only cause, they lack a divine cause. The temporal and material are not then creations
of Spirit. They are but counterfeits of the spiritual and eternal. Transitory thoughts are
the antipodes of everlasting Truth, though (by the supposition of opposite qualities)
error must also say, "I am true." But by this saying error, the lie, destroys itself.
SH 337:20
The true idea of man, as the reflection of the invisible God, is as incomprehensible to
the limited senses as is man's infinite Principle. The visible universe and material man
are the poor counterfeits of the invisible universe and spiritual man. Eternal things
(verities) are God's thoughts as they exist in the spiritual realm of the real. Temporal
things are the thoughts of mortals and are the unreal, being the opposite of the real or
the spiritual and eternal.
SH 360:13-18
Dear reader, which mind-picture or externalized thought shall be real to you, — the
material or the spiritual? Both you cannot have. You are bringing out your own ideal.
This ideal is either temporal or eternal. Either Spirit or matter is your model. If you try to
have two models, then you practically have none.
SH 315:16-24
The likeness of God we lose sight of through sin, which beclouds the spiritual sense of
Truth; and we realize this likeness only when we subdue sin and prove man's heritage,
the liberty of the sons of God.
Jesus' spiritual origin and understanding enabled him to demonstrate the facts of
being, — to prove irrefutably how spiritual Truth destroys material error, heals
sickness, and overcomes death.
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SH 444:10
Step by step will those who trust Him find that "God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble."
SH 552:16-19
Mortals must emerge from this notion of material life as all-in-all. They must peck open
their shells with Christian Science, and look outward and upward.
SH 262:27
The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man's origin. To begin rightly is to
end rightly. Every concept which seems to begin with the brain begins falsely. Divine
Mind is the only cause or Principle of existence. Cause does not exist in matter, in
mortal mind, or in physical forms.
SH 487:23-6
The belief that life is sentient and intelligent matter is erroneous.
The Apostle James said, "Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my
faith by my works." The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by
strengthening our trust in the deathless reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.
This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the
diseased, and brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things. The result of
our teachings is their sufficient confirmation. When, on the strength of these
instructions, you are able to banish a severe malady, the cure shows that you
understand this teaching, and therefore you receive the blessing of Truth.
SH 108:3
According to St. Paul, it was "the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual
working of His power." It was the divine law of Life and Love, unfolding to me the
demonstrable fact that matter possesses neither sensation nor life; that human
experiences show the falsity of all material things; and that immortal cravings, "the
price of learning love," establish the truism that the only sufferer is mortal mind, for the
divine Mind cannot suffer.
SH 581:4
Angels. God's thoughts passing to man; spiritual intuitions, pure and perfect; the
inspiration of goodness, purity, and immortality, counteracting all evil, sensuality, and
mortality.
SH 286:21-22
God's thoughts are perfect and eternal, are substance and Life.
SH 513:26
God creates all forms of reality. His thoughts are spiritual realities. So-called mortal
mind — being nonexistent and consequently not within the range of immortal existence
— could not by simulating deific power invert the divine creation, and afterwards
recreate persons or things upon its own plane, since nothing exists beyond the range
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of all-inclusive infinity, in which and of which God is the sole creator. Mind, joyous in
strength, dwells in the realm of Mind. Mind's infinite ideas run and disport themselves.
In humility they climb the heights of holiness.
SH 262:17
Job said: "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth
Thee." Mortals will echo Job's thought, when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter
cease to predominate. They will then drop the false estimate of life and happiness, of
joy and sorrow, and attain the bliss of loving unselfishly, working patiently, and
conquering all that is unlike God. Starting from a higher standpoint, one rises
spontaneously, even as light emits light without effort; for "where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also."
SH 124:32
The elements and functions of the physical body and of the physical world will change
as mortal mind changes its beliefs. What is now considered the best condition for
organic and functional health in the human body may no longer be found indispensable
to health. Moral conditions will be found always harmonious and health-giving. Neither
organic inaction nor overaction is beyond God's control; and man will be found normal
and natural to changed mortal thought, and therefore more harmonious in his
manifestations than he was in the prior states which human belief created and
sanctioned.
SH 514:10-14
Moral courage is "the lion of the tribe of Juda," the king of the mental realm. Free and
fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in "green
pastures, . . . beside the still waters."
SH 288:10
When the final physical and moral effects of Christian Science are fully apprehended,
the conflict between truth and error, understanding and belief, Science and material
sense, foreshadowed by the prophets and inaugurated by Jesus, will cease, and
spiritual harmony reign. The lightnings and thunderbolts of error may burst and flash till
the cloud is cleared and the tumult dies away in the distance. Then the raindrops of
divinity refresh the earth. As St. Paul says: "There remaineth therefore a rest to the
people of God" (of Spirit).
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