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The Pearl of Great Price 
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Hymns: 140, 119, 215 

 
THE BIBLE 
Matthew 25:1-9 
Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with 
them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom 
tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 
arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of 
your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves.  
 
Mark 6:34 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to 
teach them many things.  
 
Revelation 1:1, 2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by 
his angel unto his servant John:  
Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of 
all things that he saw.  
 
Revelation 18:1, 2, 11-17 (to .), 19 
And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 
power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.  
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  
And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth 
their merchandise any more: The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious 
stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all 
thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, 
and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. And the 



fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were 
dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 
The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off 
for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas, that great 
city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, 
and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to nought.  
And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, 
alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason 
of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.  
 
Matthew 6:19, 20 
¶Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal:  
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  
 
Matthew 22:2-10 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his 
son, And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and 
they would not come. Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which 
are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, 
and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: And the remnant 
took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But when the king 
heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city. Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is 
ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the 
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants 
went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both 
bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.  
 
Acts 2:1, 44-47 
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  
And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their 
possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And 
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved.  
 
 
 



Acts 4:33-35 
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: 
and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.  
 
Acts 5:1-10 
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, And 
kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain 
part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine 
own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up 
the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things. And the young 
men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him. And it was about 
the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came 
in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? 
And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have 
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which 
have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she 
down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came 
in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.  
 
Proverbs 3:11, 13-16 
¶My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his 
correction:  
¶Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right hand; 
and in her left hand riches and honour.  
 
Matthew 6:33 seek 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you.  
 
John 21:15-17, 20 (to ;), 21, 22, 24, 25 
¶So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 



that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  
Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following;  
Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?  
Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me.  
This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we 
know that his testimony is true.  
And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written. Amen.  
 
Revelation 21:2, 18, 19 (to .), 21 
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like 
unto clear glass.  
And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of 
precious stones.  
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and 
the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.  
 
Matthew 13:45 the, 46 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:  
Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, 
and bought it.  
 
1Corinthians 7:23 
Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.  
 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 
141:4 
Few understand or adhere to Jesus' divine precepts for living and healing. Why? 
Because his precepts require the disciple to cut off the right hand and pluck out the 
right eye, — that is, to set aside even the most cherished beliefs and practices, to 
leave all for Christ.  
 
36:10 
Jesus endured the shame, that he might pour his dear-bought bounty into barren 
lives. What was his earthly reward? He was forsaken by all save John, the beloved 
disciple, and a few women who bowed in silent woe beneath the shadow of his 



cross. The earthly price of spirituality in a material age and the great moral 
distance between Christianity and sensualism preclude Christian Science from 
finding favor with the worldly-minded.  
 
21:25-27 
Being in sympathy with matter, the worldly man is at the beck and call of error, 
and will be attracted thitherward.  
 
68:2-4 
At present mortals progress slowly for fear of being thought ridiculous. They are 
slaves to fashion, pride, and sense.  
 
197:6 
What a price for human knowledge! But the price does not exceed the original 
cost. God said of the tree of knowledge, which bears the fruit of sin, disease, and 
death, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."  
 
458:32-8 
Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the flower turns 
from darkness to light. Man then appropriates those things which "eye hath not 
seen nor ear heard." Paul and John had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man 
achieves no worldly honors except by sacrifice, so he must gain heavenly riches 
by forsaking all worldliness. Then he will have nothing in common with the 
worldling's affections, motives, and aims.  
 
359:29-18 
A Christian Scientist and an opponent are like two artists. One says: "I have 
spiritual ideals, indestructible and glorious. When others see them as I do, in their 
true light and loveliness, — and know that these ideals are real and eternal because 
drawn from Truth, — they will find that nothing is lost, and all is won, by a right 
estimate of what is real." The other artist replies: "You wrong my experience. I 
have no mind-ideals except those which are both mental and material. It is true 
that materiality renders these ideals imperfect and destructible; yet I would not 
exchange mine for thine, for mine give me such personal pleasure, and they are 
not so shockingly transcendental. They require less self-abnegation, and keep Soul 
well out of sight. Moreover, I have no notion of losing my old doctrines or human 
opinions."  
Dear reader, which mind-picture or externalized thought shall be real to you, — 
the material or the spiritual? Both you cannot have. You are bringing out your own 
ideal. This ideal is either temporal or eternal. Either Spirit or matter is your model. 
If you try to have two models, then you practically have none.  
 
 



192:4-6 
We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false 
and grasp the true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ.  
 
592:18 (to ;) 
New Jerusalem. Divine Science;  
 
9:17-26 (to ?) 
Dost thou "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind"? This command includes much, even the surrender of all merely 
material sensation, affection, and worship. This is the El Dorado of Christianity. It 
involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, in 
which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will have no place. Are 
you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth, and so be counted among sinners?  
 
54:8-13, 16-17, 22-26 
Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant 
themselves in Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-
bought treasures into empty or sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of 
Jesus' intense human sacrifice.  
This was the highest proof he could have offered of divine Love.  
There adhered to him only a few unpretentious friends, whose religion was 
something more than a name. It was so vital, that it enabled them to understand the 
Nazarene and to share the glory of eternal life.  
 
60:29-31 
Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness would be 
more readily attained and would be more secure in our keeping, if sought in Soul.  
 
265:3 
Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and 
Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and aims 
grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of being, and gain 
some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off.  
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