Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: What are YOU Seeing?
July 28, 2010
Hymns: 130 178 453
The Bible
John 9:1-7
And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. And his
disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents:
but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must work the works
of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. When he had thus spoken,
he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of
the blind man with the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,
(which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and
came seeing.
Acts 9:1-22
And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women,
he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And
he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And
he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou
must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a
voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into
Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
¶And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said
the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord
said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in
the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And
hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on
him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard
by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And
here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But
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the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will
shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went
his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest,
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he
received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received
meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which
were at Damascus. And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that
he is the Son of God. But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he
that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for
that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? But Saul
increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.
I Cor 15:14
And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.
Psalms 36:9
For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.
Matt 11:4-6
Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things
which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in me.
Eph 4:18
Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:
Prov 3:1-13
My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments; For
length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy
and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of
thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God
and man. ¶Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
¶Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be
health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. Honour the Lord with thy
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substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. ¶My son, despise not
the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the Lord
loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. ¶Happy is
the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.
Luke 4:18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised,
James 2:18
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 336:32 God
God is individual and personal in a scientific sense, but not in any
anthropomorphic sense. Therefore man, reflecting God, cannot lose his
individuality; but as material sensation, or a soul in the body, blind mortals do
lose sight of spiritual individuality. Material personality is not realism; it is not the
reflection or likeness of Spirit, the perfect God. Sensualism is not bliss, but
bondage. For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine
Love; the Son must be in accord with the Father, in conformity with Christ.
According to divine Science, man is in a degree as perfect as the Mind that forms
him. The truth of being makes man harmonious and immortal, while error is
mortal and discordant.
SH 486:23
Sight, hearing, all the spiritual senses of man, are eternal. They cannot be lost.
Their reality and immortality are in Spirit and understanding, not in matter, —
hence their permanence. If this were not so, man would be speedily annihilated.
If the five corporeal senses were the medium through which to understand God,
then palsy, blindness, and deafness would place man in a terrible situation,
where he would be like those "having no hope, and without God in the world;" but
as a matter of fact, these calamities often drive mortals to seek and to find a
higher sense of happiness and existence.
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SH 360:13-18
Dear reader, which mind-picture or externalized thought shall be real to you, —
the material or the spiritual? Both you cannot have. You are bringing out your
own ideal. This ideal is either temporal or eternal. Either Spirit or matter is your
model. If you try to have two models, then you practically have none.
SH 214:26
How transient a sense is mortal sight, when a wound on the retina may end the
power of light and lens! But the real sight or sense is not lost. Neither age nor
accident can interfere with the senses of Soul, and there are no other real
senses. It is evident that the body as matter has no sensation of its own, and
there is no oblivion for Soul and its faculties. Spirit's senses are without pain, and
they are forever at peace. Nothing can hide from them the harmony of all things
and the might and permanence of Truth.
SH 316:12
Jesus represented Christ, the true idea of God. Hence the warfare between this
spiritual idea and perfunctory religion, between spiritual clear-sightedness and
the blindness of popular belief, which led to the conclusion that the spiritual idea
could be killed by crucifying the flesh. The Christ-idea, or the Christ-man, rose
higher to human view because of the crucifixion, and thus proved that Truth was
the master of death. Christ presents the indestructible man, whom Spirit creates,
constitutes, and governs. Christ illustrates that blending with God, his divine
Principle, which gives man dominion over all the earth.
SH 505:16-7
Spirit imparts the understanding which uplifts consciousness and leads into all
truth. The Psalmist saith: "The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea." Spiritual sense is the
discernment of spiritual good. Understanding is the line of demarcation between
the real and unreal. Spiritual understanding unfolds Mind, — Life, Truth, and
Love, — and demonstrates the divine sense, giving the spiritual proof of the
universe in Christian Science.
This understanding is not intellectual, is not the result of scholarly attainments; it
is the reality of all things brought to light. God's ideas reflect the immortal,
unerring, and infinite. The mortal, erring, and finite are human beliefs, which
apportion to themselves a task impossible for them, that of distinguishing
between the false and the true. Objects utterly unlike the original do not reflect
that original. Therefore matter, not being the reflection of Spirit, has no real entity.
Understanding is a quality of God, a quality which separates Christian Science
from supposition and makes Truth final.
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SH 479:18
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep." (Genesis i.
1, 2.) In the vast forever, in the Science and truth of being, the only facts are
Spirit and its innumerable creations. Darkness and chaos are the imaginary
opposites of light, understanding, and eternal harmony, and they are the
elements of nothingness.
SH 448:2-3, 12-17
Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to iniquity.
Christian Science rises above the evidence of the corporeal senses; but if you
have not risen above sin yourself, do not congratulate yourself upon your
blindness to evil or upon the good you know and do not. A dishonest position is
far from Christianly scientific.
SH 486:15
If death restores sight, sound, and strength to man, then death is not an enemy
but a better friend than Life. Alas for the blindness of belief, which makes
harmony conditional upon death and matter, and yet supposes Mind unable to
produce harmony! So long as this error of belief remains, mortals will continue
mortal in belief and subject to chance and change.
SH 319:3
Science depicts disease as error, as matter versus Mind, and error reversed as
subserving the facts of health. To calculate one's life-prospects from a material
basis, would infringe upon spiritual law and misguide human hope. Having faith
in the divine Principle of health and spiritually understanding God, sustains man
under all circumstances; whereas the lower appeal to the general faith in material
means (commonly called nature) must yield to the all-might of infinite Spirit.
SH 248:3
Love never loses sight of loveliness. Its halo rests upon its object. One marvels
that a friend can ever seem less than beautiful. Men and women of riper years
and larger lessons ought to ripen into health and immortality, instead of lapsing
into darkness or gloom. Immortal Mind feeds the body with supernal freshness
and fairness, supplying it with beautiful images of thought and destroying the
woes of sense which each day brings to a nearer tomb.
SH 210:11-16
Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man, the
Master healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the
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lame, thus bringing to light the scientific action of the divine Mind on human
minds and bodies and giving a better understanding of Soul and salvation.
SH 183:26
Truth casts out all evils and materialistic methods with the actual spiritual law, —
the law which gives sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, voice to the dumb, feet
to the lame. If Christian Science dishonors human belief, it honors spiritual
understanding; and the one Mind only is entitled to honor.
SH 263:27-12
The multiplication of a human and mortal sense of persons and things is not
creation. A sensual thought, like an atom of dust thrown into the face of spiritual
immensity, is dense blindness instead of a scientific eternal consciousness of
creation.
The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and material earth, are the fleeting
concepts of the human mind. They have their day before the permanent facts
and their perfection in Spirit appear. The crude creations of mortal thought must
finally give place to the glorious forms which we sometimes behold in the camera
of divine Mind, when the mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look
beyond fading, finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. Where
shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable realm of Mind? We must look where
we would walk, and we must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we
have our being.
SH 204:30
The belief that God lives in matter is pantheistic. The error, which says that Soul
is in body, Mind is in matter, and good is in evil, must unsay it and cease from
such utterances; else God will continue to be hidden from humanity, and mortals
will sin without knowing that they are sinning, will lean on matter instead of Spirit,
stumble with lameness, drop with drunkenness, consume with disease, — all
because of their blindness, their false sense concerning God and man.
SH 324:19-31
Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus' followers.
When the truth first appeared to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his
blindness was felt; but spiritual light soon enabled him to follow the example and
teachings of Jesus, healing the sick and preaching Christianity throughout Asia
Minor, Greece, and even in imperial Rome.
Paul writes, "If Christ [Truth] be not risen, then is our preaching vain." That is, if
the idea of the supremacy of Spirit, which is the true conception of being, come
not to your thought, you cannot be benefited by what I say.
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SH 468:8
Question.- What is the scientific statement of being? Answer.- There is no life,
truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and its infinite
manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error.
Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, and
man is His image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual.
SH 509:17
The light of spiritual understanding gives gleams of the infinite only, even as
nebulae indicate the immensity of space.
SH 487:15-6 Spirit
Spirit is all-knowing; this precludes the need of believing. Matter cannot believe,
and Mind understands. The body cannot believe. The believer and belief are one
and are mortal. Christian evidence is founded on Science or demonstrable Truth,
flowing from immortal Mind, and there is in reality no such thing as mortal mind.
Mere belief is blindness without Principle from which to explain the reason of its
hope. The belief that life is sentient and intelligent matter is erroneous.
The Apostle James said, "Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show
thee my faith by my works." The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens
our days by strengthening our trust in the deathless reality of Life, its
almightiness and immortality.
This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the
diseased, and brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things. The
result of our teachings is their sufficient confirmation. When, on the strength of
these instructions, you are able to banish a severe malady, the cure shows that
you understand this teaching, and therefore you receive the blessing of Truth.
SH 476:28
When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The
kingdom of God is within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man,
showing that man in God's image is unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in
Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man
appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and
this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of
God is intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material
habitation for Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul, being Spirit, is seen in nothing
imperfect nor material.
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