Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Our Beautiful Garments: Man's spiritual and perfect nature
July 6, 2011
Hymns: 51, 19, 416

The Bible
Isaiah 40:1, 3-8
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
¶The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The
voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for
ever.
Job 14:1, 2, 4, 6 (to 1st ,)
Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and
continueth not.
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.
Turn from him,
Isaiah 2:5, 22
O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be
accounted of?
Isaiah 52:1, 2
Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean.
Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.
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Luke 5:12-14
¶And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of
leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And he put forth his hand, and touched
him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from
him. And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest,
and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony
unto them.
Luke 8:26-35 (to :)
¶And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against
Galilee. And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain
man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any
house, but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before
him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of
God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not. (For he had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he
was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was
driven of the devil into the wilderness.) And Jesus asked him, saying, What is
thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him.
And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the
deep. And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and
they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered
them. Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the
herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. When
they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city
and in the country. Then they went out to see what was done; and came to
Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind:
Mark 10:46-52
¶And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and
a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the
highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he
began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. And
many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great
deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and
commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be
of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garment, rose,
and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that
I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive
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my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.
And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.
Romans 13:11 Now, 12, 14 put
now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed.
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the
lusts thereof.
Colossians 3:9, 10, 15
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image
of him that created him:
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in
one body; and be ye thankful.
Ephesians 4:13-15, 22-24 put
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And
that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and
true holiness.
2 Corinthians 5:16 henceforth (to :), 17, 18 (to 1st ,)
henceforth know we no man after the flesh:
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.
And all things are of God,

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
552:13-19
Human experience in mortal life, which starts from an egg, corresponds with
that of Job, when he says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full
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of trouble." Mortals must emerge from this notion of material life as all-in-all.
They must peck open their shells with Christian Science, and look outward and
upward.
476:1 (only), 11-18, 21
Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals.
Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the
only and eternal verities of man. Mortals are not fallen children of God. They
never had a perfect state of being, which may subsequently be regained. They
were, from the beginning of mortal history, "conceived in sin and brought forth in
iniquity." Mortality is finally swallowed up in immortality.
Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is
outside of all material selfhood. Remember that the Scriptures say of mortal
man: "As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he
flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof
shall know it no more."
494:25
Which of these two theories concerning man are you ready to accept? One is
the mortal testimony, changing, dying, unreal. The other is the eternal and real
evidence, bearing Truth's signet, its lap piled high with immortal fruits.
259:6-11 The
The divine nature was best expressed in Christ Jesus, who threw upon mortals
the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their poor thoughtmodels would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning,
and dying.
201:7 Truth
Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and "all things are
become new." Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality,
yield to spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God,
good.
316:20
Christ presents the indestructible man, whom Spirit creates, constitutes, and
governs. Christ illustrates that blending with God, his divine Principle, which
gives man dominion over all the earth.
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269:9-11
Human philosophy has made God manlike. Christian Science makes man
Godlike. The first is error; the latter is truth.
475:5-22, 28-31 The
Question. — What is man?
Answer. — Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and
other material elements. The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the
image and likeness of God. Matter is not that likeness. The likeness of Spirit
cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect; and because he is
spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science. Man is
idea, the image, of Love; he is not physique. He is the compound idea of God,
including all right ideas; the generic term for all that reflects God's image and
likeness; the conscious identity of being as found in Science, in which man is
the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that which has no
separate mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from
Deity; that which possesses no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own,
but reflects spiritually all that belongs to his Maker.
The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can God, by whom man is
evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin.
265:1-3
Man is the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind.
502:29
There is but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the
unfolding of spiritual ideas and their identities, which are embraced in the infinite
Mind and forever reflected. These ideas range from the infinitesimal to infinity,
and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters of God.
518:19
Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, which
shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. All the varied
expressions of God reflect health, holiness, immortality — infinite Life, Truth,
and Love.
491:12
It is only by acknowledging the supremacy of Spirit, which annuls the claims of
matter, that mortals can lay off mortality and find the indissoluble spiritual link
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which establishes man forever in the divine likeness, inseparable from his
creator.
519:9-11, 14
Thus the ideas of God in universal being are complete and forever expressed,
for Science reveals infinity and the fatherhood and motherhood of Love.
Mortals can never know the infinite, until they throw off the old man and reach
the spiritual image and likeness. What can fathom infinity! How shall we declare
Him, till, in the language of the apostle, "we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ"?
267:25-28
The robes of Spirit are "white and glistering," like the raiment of Christ. Even in
this world, therefore, "let thy garments be always white."
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