Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: The Dragon Overcome
June 1, 2011
Hymns: 283, 200, 447
The Bible
Revelation 13:1-4, 11
And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon
his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a
leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of
a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.
And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound
was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped
the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast,
saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
Job 40:6, 7 (to :), 14, 15-18
¶Then answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
Gird up thy loins now like a man:
Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.
¶Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox. Lo
now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly. He
moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together. His
bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.
Revelation 12:3
And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon,
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
Job 41:1, 2, 12, 15-17, 19-21, 24, 27-29, 34
Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which
thou lettest down?
Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn?
I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion.
His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal. One is so near to
another, that no air can come between them. They are joined one to another,
they stick together, that they cannot be sundered.
Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. Out of his
nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron. His breath kindleth
coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.
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His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.
He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. The arrow cannot make
him flee: slingstones are turned with him into stubble. Darts are counted as
stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear.
He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of pride.
Isaiah 44:8
Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have
declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is
no God; I know not any.
Romans 13:1 For (to :)
For there is no power but of God:
Revelation 12:7-10, 12-16
And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was
their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a
loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren
is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.
Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the dragon
saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for
a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. And the serpent
cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her
to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth
opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his
mouth.
Isaiah 51:9-12 (to :), 15, 16
¶Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient
days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded
the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great
deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass
over? Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain
gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. I, even I, am he
that comforteth you:
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But I am the Lord thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The Lord
of hosts is his name.
And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow
of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth,
and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.
Isaiah 27:1-3
In that day the Lord with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish
leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall
slay the dragon that is in the sea. In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red
wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will
keep it night and day.
Psalms 74:12-14
For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. Thou didst
divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the
waters. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be
meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.
Revelation 19:6, 7 (to :)
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth.
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him:

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
228:25-27
There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to
acknowledge any other power is to dishonor God.
469:25-30
We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting that God, or
good, is omnipresent and has all-power, we still believe there is another power,
named evil. This belief that there is more than one mind is as pernicious to
divine theology as are ancient mythology and pagan idolatry.
351:16
We cannot bring out the practical proof of Christianity, which Jesus required,
while error seems as potent and real to us as Truth, and while we make a
personal devil and an anthropomorphic God our starting-points, — especially if
we consider Satan as a being coequal in power with Deity, if not superior to
Him. Because such starting-points are neither spiritual nor scientific, they
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cannot work out the Spirit-rule of Christian healing, which proves the
nothingness of error, discord, by demonstrating the all-inclusiveness of
harmonious Truth.
569:3
Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and
overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God.
472:13 only, 18-19 (to 2nd .)
Question. — What is error?
Error is a belief without understanding. Error is unreal because untrue. It is that
which seemeth to be and is not.
593:7
Red Dragon. Error; fear; inflammation; sensuality; subtlety; animal magnetism;
envy; revenge.
564:24-26
From Genesis to the Apocalypse, sin, sickness, and death, envy, hatred, and
revenge, — all evil, — are typified by a serpent, or animal subtlety.
562:29
Revelation xii. 3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon
his heads.
563:1-10, 15-18
Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony is
the real and discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin, sickness,
and death. We may well be perplexed at human fear; and still more astounded
at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its horns in the many inventions of
evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness? The great red dragon
symbolizes a lie, — the belief that substance, life, and intelligence can be
material. This dragon stands for the sum total of human error.
The Revelator lifts the veil from this embodiment of all evil, and beholds its awful
character; but he also sees the nothingness of evil and the allness of God.
567:18-26
That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil
(evil), claiming that there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure
men — is pure delusion, the red dragon; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth, the
spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The words "cast unto the earth"
show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his pretence
of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning.
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568:1-5 Ever
Ever since the foundation of the world, ever since error would establish material
belief, evil has tried to slay the Lamb; but Science is able to destroy this lie,
called evil.
566:25-31
Revelation xii. 7, 8. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven.
The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God's divine messages, different
offices. Michael's characteristic is spiritual strength.
567:3-6 Truth, 7-8, 10
Truth and Love come nearer in the hour of woe, when strong faith or spiritual
strength wrestles and prevails through the understanding of God.
To infinite, ever-present Love, all is Love, and there is no error, no sin, sickness,
nor death.
Truth and Love prevail against the dragon because the dragon cannot war with
them. Thus endeth the conflict between the flesh and Spirit.
527:19
Has evil the reality of good? Evil is unreal because it is a lie, — false in every
statement.
503:10-15
In the universe of Truth, matter is unknown. No supposition of error enters
there. Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of
error, "God is All-in-all," and the light of ever-present Love illumines the
universe.
568:26-30
A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high heaven, now rises
clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and
Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain.
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