Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Mission
June 9, 2010
Hymns: 453 5 92
The Bible
I John 3:8
He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Luke 2:4-14
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And
she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Luke 2:39-49
And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. Now his parents went to
Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they
went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days,
as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother
knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's
journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they
found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother
said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought
thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father's business?
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Matt 11:2-6
Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,
And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? Jesus
answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and
see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is
he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
John 14:12
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
Prov 4:18
The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
Eccles 12:1
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;
Matt 22:36-39
Master, which is the great commandment in the law?
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy Mind. This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Matt 5:48
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
Mark 16:15
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Matt 22:14
Many are called, but few are chosen.
Matt 10:1, 5- 8
And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease. These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into any city
of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And
as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.
John 14:15
If ye love me, keep my commandments.
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 37:22
It is possible, — yea, it is the duty and privilege of every child, man, and woman, — to
follow in some degree the example of the Master by the demonstration of Truth and Life,
of health and holiness. Christians claim to be his followers, but do they follow him in the
way that he commanded? Hear these imperative commands: "Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect!" "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature!" "Heal the sick!"
SH 107:3-14
God had been graciously preparing me during many years for the reception of this final
revelation of the absolute divine Principle of scientific mental healing.
This apodictical Principle points to the revelation of Immanuel, “God with us,”- the
sovereign ever-presence, delivering the children of men from every ill that “flesh is heir
to.” Through Christian Science, religion and medicine are inspired with a diviner nature
and essence; fresh pinions are given to faith and understanding, and thoughts acquaint
themselves intelligently with God.
SH 129:24-6
Can we gather peaches from a pine-tree, or learn from discord the concord of being? Yet
quite as rational are some of the leading illusions along the path which Science must tread
in its reformatory mission among mortals. The very name, illusion, points to nothingness.
The generous liver may object to the author's small estimate of the pleasures of the table.
The sinner sees, in the system taught in this book, that the demands of God must be met.
The petty intellect is alarmed by constant appeals to Mind. The licentious disposition is
discouraged over its slight spiritual prospects. When all men are bidden to the feast, the
excuses come. One has a farm, another has merchandise, and therefore they cannot accept.
SH 41:22-30
Jesus foresaw the reception Christian Science would have before it was understood, but
this foreknowledge hindered him not. He fulfilled his God-mission, and then sat down at
the right hand of the Father. Persecuted from city to city, his apostles still went about
doing good deeds, for which they were maligned and stoned. The truth taught by Jesus, the
elders scoffed at. Why? Because it demanded more than they were willing to practise.
SH 26:10,28
The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the
truth, and the life;" "I and my Father are one." This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus,
was his divine nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love
gave Jesus authority over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of
celestial being, to prove what God is and what He does for man.
Our Master taught no mere theory, doctrine, or belief. It was the divine Principle of all real
being which he taught and practised. His proof of Christianity was no form or system of
religion and worship, but Christian Science, working out the harmony of Life and Love.
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Jesus sent a message to John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a question
that the Christ had come: "Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, to the poor the gospel is preached." In other words: Tell John what the
demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once perceive that God is the power in the
Messianic work.
SH 27:25-29
"Many are called, but few are chosen." They fell away from grace because they never truly
understood their Master's instruction.
Why do those who profess to follow Christ reject the essential religion he came to
establish?
SH 326:3-8
If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God’s appointing. Jesus said,
“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” He, who would reach the
source and find the divine remedy for every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science by
some other road.
SH 51:28-2
Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the
selfish materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the
sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead.
From early boyhood he was about his "Father's business."
SH 254:16
During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the
change called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand.
But the human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly today, and to abandon so fast as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which
determines the outward and actual.
9:5-4 np
The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better
because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for
something better, though we give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living
consistently with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard
our neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet this great
duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be taken up before we can
enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith.
Dost thou "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind"? This command includes much, even the surrender of all merely material sensation,
affection, and worship. This is the El Dorado of Christianity. It involves the Science of
Life, and recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and
material sense and human will have no place.
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Are you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth, and so be counted among sinners? No!
Do you really desire to attain this point? No! Then why make long prayers about it and ask
to be Christians, since you do not care to tread in the footsteps of our dear Master? If
unwilling to follow his example, why pray with the lips that you may be partakers of his
nature? Consistent prayer is the desire to do right. Prayer means that we desire to walk and
will walk in the light so far as we receive it, even though with bleeding footsteps, and that
waiting patiently on the Lord, we will leave our real desires to be rewarded by Him.
SH 450:1-26
There is a large class of thinkers whose bigotry and conceit twist every fact to suit
themselves. Their creed teaches belief in a mysterious, supernatural God, and in a natural,
all-powerful devil. Another class, still more unfortunate, are so depraved that they appear
to be innocent. They utter a falsehood, while looking you blandly in the face, and they
never fail to stab their benefactor in the back. A third class of thinkers build with solid
masonry. They are sincere, generous, noble, and are therefore open to the approach and
recognition of Truth. To teach Christian Science to such as these is no task. They do not
incline longingly to error, whine over the demands of Truth, nor play the traitor for place
and power.
Some people yield slowly to the touch of Truth. Few yield without a struggle, and many
are reluctant to acknowledge that they have yielded; but unless this admission is made, evil
will boast itself above good. The Christian Scientist has enlisted to lessen evil, disease, and
death; and he will overcome them by understanding their nothingness and the allness of
God, or good. Sickness to him is no less a temptation than is sin, and he heals them both
by understanding God's power over them. The Christian Scientist knows that they are
errors of belief, which Truth can and will destroy.
SH 8:28-30
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for
in this way only can we learn what we honestly are.
x:22-23
The divine Principle of healing is proved in the personal experience of any sincere seeker
of Truth.
SH 233:16
Already the shadow of His right hand rests upon the hour. Ye who can discern the face of
the sky, — the sign material, — how much more should ye discern the sign mental, and
compass the destruction of sin and sickness by overcoming the thoughts which produce
them, and by understanding the spiritual idea which corrects and destroys them. To reveal
this truth was our Master's mission to all mankind, including the hearts which rejected him.
SH 150:12
Now, as then, signs and wonders are wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical
disease; but these signs are only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality of
the higher mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of the world.
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SH 328:28
Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only to his immediate disciples, the
Scriptural passage would read you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work extends
through time and includes universal humanity. Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the
pale of a single period or of a limited following. As time moves on, the healing elements
of pure Christianity will be fairly dealt with; they will be sought and taught, and will glow
in all the grandeur of universal goodness.
SH 483:27 Christian
Christian Science does honor God as no other theory honors Him, and it does this in the
way of His appointing, by doing many wonderful works through the divine name and
nature. One must fulfil one's mission without timidity or dissimulation, for to be well done,
the work must be done unselfishly. Christianity will never be based on a divine Principle
and so found to be unerring, until its absolute Science is reached. When this is
accomplished, neither pride, prejudice, bigotry, nor envy can wash away its foundation, for
it is built upon the rock, Christ.
SH 494:5-19
Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for
himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal
harmony? But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love
always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that
Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited
period of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.
The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of
corporeality, as well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee
from its own convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
SH 18:3-9
Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we
owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's
work aright not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to
do theirs, but not to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility.
SH 25:13
Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine
Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. Jesus presented the ideal
of God better than could any man whose origin was less spiritual. By his obedience to
God, he demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being. Hence the
force of his admonition, "If ye love me, keep my commandments."
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