Readings for the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Love's Compensation and Restoration
March 23, 2011
Hymns: 412, 64, 224
The Bible
Joel 2:25 I will (to 1st ,)
I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten,
Ezekiel 36:33-35 (to;)
Thus saith the Lord God; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be
builded. And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight
of all that passed by. And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become
like the garden of Eden;
Ezekiel 37:1-4, 7-11 (to 2nd :)
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord,
and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, And caused
me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the
open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can
these bones live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said
unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord.
So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And
when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin
covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto me,
Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, thus saith
the Lord God; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding
great army. ¶Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost:
Nehemiah 1:1-4
The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month
Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, That Hanani, one
of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them
concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and
concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the
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captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of
Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. ¶And
it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,
Nehemiah 2:1, 2 (to .), 5, 6, 11-13, 17-20
And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the
king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the
king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence.
Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art
not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart.
And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found
favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my
fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.
And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall
thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me;
and I set him a time.
So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. ¶And I arose in the night, I
and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God had put in my
heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast
that I rode upon. And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before
the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which
were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire.
¶Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the
wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. Then I told them of the hand
of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had
spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened
their hands for this good work. But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to
scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel
against the king? Then answered I them, and said unto them, the God of
heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye
have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.
Isaiah 41:11, 12
Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and
confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.
Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with
thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought.
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Nehemiah 4:6-9, 11, 13, 15
So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof:
for the people had a mind to work. ¶But it came to pass, that when Sanballat,
and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard
that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be
stopped, then they were very wroth, And conspired all of them together to come
and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we made our
prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of
them.
And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.
¶Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I
even set the people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their
bows.
And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and
God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall,
every one unto his work.
Nehemiah 6:15, 16
¶So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty
and two days.
And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the
heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in
their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God.
Isaiah 51:3
For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will
make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy
and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.
Psalms 30:11, 12
Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my
sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;
To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O Lord my
God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever.
2Kings 4:1-7
Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto
Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy
servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons
to be bondmen. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what
hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the
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house, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And when thou art come in,
thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all
those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. So she went from him,
and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her;
and she poured out. And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she
said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a
vessel more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God. And
he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the
rest.
Luke 7:11-15
¶And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and
many of his disciples went with him, and much people. Now when he came nigh
to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of
his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her,
Weep not. And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still.
And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up,
and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.
Isaiah 61:1-4 he hath, 11
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified. ¶And they shall build the old wastes, they shall
raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the
desolations of many generations.
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things
that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to spring forth before all the nations.
Science and Health with key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
501:1-10, 13
Scientific interpretation of the Scriptures properly starts with the beginning of the
Old Testament, chiefly because the spiritual import of the Word, in its earliest
articulations, often seems so smothered by the immediate context as to require
explication; whereas the New Testament narratives are clearer and come
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nearer the heart. Jesus illumines them, showing the poverty of mortal existence,
but richly recompensing human want and woe with spiritual gain.
So-called mystery and miracle, which subserve the end of natural good, are
explained by that Love for whose rest the weary ones sigh when needing
something more native to their immortal cravings than the history of perpetual
evil.
596:23
Though the way is dark in mortal sense, divine Life and Love illumine it, destroy
the unrest of mortal thought, the fear of death, and the supposed reality of error.
Christian Science, contradicting sense, maketh the valley to bud and blossom
as the rose.
566:1-9
As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the
dark ebbing and flowing tides of human fear, — as they were led through the
wilderness, walking wearily through the great desert of human hopes, and
anticipating the promised joy, — so shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires
in their passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense of existence to the
spiritual, up to the glory prepared for them who love God.
578:8 only (to :), 10
[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]:
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for [LOVE] is with me; [LOVE'S] rod and [LOVE'S] staff they comfort me.
78:28
Spirit blesses man, but man cannot "tell whence it cometh." By it the sick are
healed, the sorrowing are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are
the effects of one universal God, the invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.
xi:9-21
The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from
the operation of divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality
in human consciousness and disappear as naturally and as necessarily as
darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. Now, as then, these mighty
works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign of
Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human
consciousness and repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime, To

5

preach deliverance to the captives [of sense], And recovering of sight to the
blind, To set at liberty them that are bruised.
325:7
Jesus gave the true idea of being, which results in infinite blessings to mortals.
264:3-8, 13-15
The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious
forms which we sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the
mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading, finite
forms, if they would gain the true sense of things.
As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of
creation, which before were invisible, will become visible.
201:7 Truth
Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and "all things are
become new." Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality,
yield to spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God,
good.
476:11
Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the
only and eternal verities of man. Mortals are not fallen children of God. They
never had a perfect state of being, which may subsequently be regained. They
were, from the beginning of mortal history, "conceived in sin and brought forth in
iniquity." Mortality is finally swallowed up in immortality. Sin, sickness, and death
must disappear to give place to the facts which belong to immortal man.
548:2
Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes through the sacred
pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In this Science, we
discover man in the image and likeness of God. We see that man has never lost
his spiritual estate and his eternal harmony.
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