Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: God's Government is the only Power
March 9, 2011
The Bible
Exodus 20:1-3
And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.
Psalms 37:1, 3-9, 35, 36
Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers
of iniquity.
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou
shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of
thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to
pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as
the noonday. Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because
of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked
devices to pass. Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise
to do evil. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, they
shall inherit the earth.
I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay
tree.
Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be
found.
Daniel 6:1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 11, 16, 17, 19-24
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which
should be over the whole kingdom;
And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might
give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.
¶Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as
he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.
Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus
unto him, King Darius, live for ever.
All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellers,
and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to
make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for
thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.
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Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication
before his God.
Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of
lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest
continually, he will deliver thee.
And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed
it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not
be changed concerning Daniel.
Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of
lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel:
and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy
God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said
Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath
shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him
innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.
Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of
hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. ¶And the king
commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they
cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions
had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at
the bottom of the den.
Daniel 7:1-7, 15-17, 19, 23, 25-28 (to 1st .)
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of
his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.
Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of
the heaven strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the
sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I
beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and
made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold
another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it
had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it,
Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which
had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and
dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it
was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.
I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my
head troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the
truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things.
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These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the
earth.
Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the
others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which
devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet;
Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall
be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it
down, and break it in pieces.
And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. But the
judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to
destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him. Hitherto is the end of the matter.
Ezekiel 21:26 (to 1st :), 27
Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown:
I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose
right it is; and I will give it him.
Revelation 12:1-3, 4 and the, 5, 7-10 (to :)
And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she
being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to
devour her child as soon as it was born.
And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying
in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and
the power of his Christ:
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Revelation 11:15-17 and there were
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell
upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee
thy great power, and hast reigned.
Psalms 97:1
The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.

Science and Health with key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
228:25 (only)
There is no power apart from God.
186:17-22
Evil is self-assertive. It says: "I am a real entity, overmastering good." This
falsehood should strip evil of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy
itself. It can never destroy one iota of good. Every attempt of evil to destroy good
is a failure, and only aids in peremptorily punishing the evil-doer.
207:9
We must learn that evil is the awful deception and unreality of existence. Evil is
not supreme; good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter primary,
and the law of Spirit secondary. Without this lesson, we lose sight of the perfect
Father, or the divine Principle of man.
562:29-18
Revelation xii. 3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads.
Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony is
the real and discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin, sickness, and
death. We may well be perplexed at human fear; and still more astounded at
hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its horns in the many inventions of evil.
But why should we stand aghast at nothingness? The great red dragon
symbolizes a lie, — the belief that substance, life, and intelligence can be material.
This dragon stands for the sum total of human error. The ten horns of the dragon
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typify the belief that matter has power of its own, and that by means of an evil
mind in matter the Ten Commandments can be broken.
The Revelator lifts the veil from this embodiment of all evil, and beholds its awful
character; but he also sees the nothingness of evil and the allness of God.
569:6-11
The Scripture, "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many," is literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the supremacy of Truth,
by which the nothingness of error is seen; and we know that the nothingness of
error is in proportion to its wickedness.
96:15-18, 21-23
The breaking up of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want
and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume new phases until their
nothingness appears.
Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has
begun, and will continue until all errors of belief yield to understanding.
97:11, 26
The more destructive matter becomes, the more its nothingness will appear, until
matter reaches its mortal zenith in illusion and forever disappears. The nearer a
false belief approaches truth without passing the boundary where, having been
destroyed by divine Love, it ceases to be even an illusion, the riper it becomes for
destruction. The more material the belief, the more obvious its error, until divine
Spirit, supreme in its domain, dominates all matter, and man is found in the
likeness of Spirit, his original being.
"He uttered His voice, the earth melted." This Scripture indicates that all matter will
disappear before the supremacy of Spirit.
566:25-3 (to 1st .)
Revelation xii. 7, 8. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven.
The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God's divine messages, different
offices. Michael's characteristic is spiritual strength. He leads the hosts of heaven
against the power of sin, Satan, and fights the holy wars. Gabriel has the more
quiet task of imparting a sense of the ever-presence of ministering Love.
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567:6
The Gabriel of His presence has no contests. To infinite, ever-present Love, all is
Love, and there is no error, no sin, sickness, nor death. Against Love, the dragon
warreth not long, for he is killed by the divine Principle. Truth and Love prevail
against the dragon because the dragon cannot war with them. Thus endeth the
conflict between the flesh and Spirit.
565:13-18
The impersonation of the spiritual idea had a brief history in the earthly life of our
Master; but "of his kingdom there shall be no end," for Christ, God's idea, will
eventually rule all nations and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally — with
divine Science.
454:9-10 (to 2nd .)
Human hate has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned.
17:12-15
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. For God is
infinite, all-power, all Life, Truth, Love, over all, and All.
vii:20
Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever."
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