Readings from the Wednesday evening Meeting
Subject: Spiritual Hospitality
May 18, 2011
Hymns: 201, 3, 300
The Bible
Luke 2:1, 3-7
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.
John 1:11-13
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.
Genesis 18:1-14
And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent
door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three
men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent
door, and bowed himself toward the ground, And said, My Lord, if now I have
found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: Let a little
water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree: And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye
shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do,
as thou hast said. And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said,
Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes
upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and
good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. And he took
butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and
he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. ¶And they said unto him,
Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will
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certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife
shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.
Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be
with Sarah after the manner of women. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,
saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And
the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a
surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time
appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall
have a son.
Genesis 21:1, 2, 6
And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he
had spoken.
For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of
which God had spoken to him.
¶And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh
with me.
Psalms 24:7-10 (to 1st .)
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them
up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of
glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.
1Kings 17:8-17, 19, 22, 23
¶And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath,
which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow
woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and
said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As
the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in
and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto
her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake
first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. And she
went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house,
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did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of
oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. ¶And it
came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the
house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in
him.
And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him
again, and he revived.
And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the
house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.
2kings 4:8-17
¶And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman;
and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed
by, he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold
now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually.
Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him
there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he
cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came
thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. And he said to Gehazi
his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood
before him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been
careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be
spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell
among mine own people. And he said, What then is to be done for her? And
Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he said,
Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, About
this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she
said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. And the
woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her,
according to the time of life.
Mark 5:22-24 (to ;), 35-42
And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name;
and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly, saying, My
little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on
her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. And Jesus went with him;
While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain
which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As
soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the
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synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he suffered no man to follow him,
save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. And he cometh to the
house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept
and wailed greatly. And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make
ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed
him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the
mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in where the
damsel was lying. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her,
Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And
straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve
years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.
Matthew 21:12-14
¶And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the
seats of them that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall
be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the
blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.
Luke 7:23 blessed
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
Luke 5:36- 38
¶And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new
garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the
piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. And no man
putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be
spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles;
and both are preserved.
Revelation 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
224:22
A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the
needs of mortals in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age,
knocking for admission. Will you open or close the door upon this angel visitant,
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who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the patriarch at
noonday?
108:1-4
Whence came to me this heavenly conviction, — a conviction antagonistic to
the testimony of the physical senses? According to St. Paul, it was "the gift of
the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power."
269:21
The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. I therefore
plant myself unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his apostles, of the
prophets, and on the testimony of the Science of Mind. Other foundations there
are none. All other systems — systems based wholly or partly on knowledge
gained through the material senses — are reeds shaken by the wind, not
houses built on the rock.
201:7 only, 13, 20
We cannot build safely on false foundations.
We cannot fill vessels already full. They must first be emptied. Let us disrobe
error. Then, when the winds of God blow, we shall not hug our tatters close
about us.
Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is
not forsaken, is as foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels.
346:29
Material beliefs must be expelled to make room for spiritual understanding. We
cannot serve both God and mammon at the same time; but is not this what frail
mortals are trying to do? Paul says: "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh." Who is ready to admit this?
281:27-1
Divine Science does not put new wine into old bottles, Soul into matter, nor the
infinite into the finite. Our false views of matter perish as we grasp the facts of
Spirit. The old belief must be cast out or the new idea will be spilled, and the
inspiration, which is to change our standpoint, will be lost.
vii:13-15 Truth
Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, knocks at the portal
of humanity.
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142:18
As in Jesus' time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the
temple, and humility and divine Science to be welcomed in. The strong cords of
scientific demonstration, as twisted and wielded by Jesus, are still needed to
purge the temples of their vain traffic in worldly worship and to make them meet
dwelling-places for the Most High.
458:20-22
Sin makes deadly thrusts at the Christian Scientist as ritualism and creed are
summoned to give place to higher law, but Science will ameliorate mortal
malice.
476:18
Sin, sickness, and death must disappear to give place to the facts which belong
to immortal man.
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