First the Blade, Then the Ear, After That the Full Corn in the Ear
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BIBLE
Genesis 1:11–12
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And
the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
Ecclesiastes 3:1–2
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is
planted;
Ecclesiastes 11:1, 3–6, 9–10
Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.
If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall
toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall
be. He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall
not reap. As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow
in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who
maketh all. In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand:
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good.
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy
youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know
thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. Therefore remove
sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are
vanity.
Ezekiel 17:1–8
And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, put forth a riddle, and
speak a parable unto the house of Israel; And say, Thus saith the Lord God; A great
eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came
unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar: He cropped off the top of his
young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he set it in a city of merchants. He
took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great
waters, and set it as a willow tree. And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low
stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it
became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs. There was also
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another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did
bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might
water it by the furrows of her plantation. It was planted in a good soil by great waters,
that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly
vine.
Song of Solomon 4:13–16
Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire, with
spikenard, Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of
frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices: A fountain of gardens, a well of
living waters, and streams from Lebanon. Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south;
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into
his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.
Matthew 4:23
Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.
Luke 8:1, 4–15
And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village,
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were
with him,
And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every
city, he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some
fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And
some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it
lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and
choked it. And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold.
And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? And he said, Unto
you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables;
that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. Now the
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way side are they that hear;
then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of
temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and
bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
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II Corinthians 9:10–11
Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched
in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.
Mark 4:23–29
If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. And he said unto them, Take heed what ye
hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear
shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from
him shall be taken even that which he hath. And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as
if a man should cast seed into the ground; And should sleep, and rise night and day,
and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth
forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But
when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the
harvest is come.
Matthew 13:24–30
Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto
a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up,
and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field?
from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said,
Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather
the wheat into my barn.
Mark 4:30–33
And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison
shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the
earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: But when it is sown, it groweth up,
and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the
fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. And with many such parables spake
he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it.
I Corinthians 3:5–9
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that
giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man
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shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are labourers
together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
Psalms 128:1–6
Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat
the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. Thy wife
shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round
about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The
Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days
of thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel.
SCIENCE & HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 507:11–8
Genesis i. 11. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed,
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and
it was so.
The universe of Spirit reflects the creative power of the divine Principle, or Life, which
reproduces the multitudinous forms of Mind and governs the multiplication of the
compound idea man. The tree and herb do not yield fruit because of any propagating
power of their own, but because they reflect the Mind which includes all. A material
world implies a mortal mind and man a creator. The scientific divine creation declares
immortal Mind and the universe created by God.
Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine
Principle of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality
of man and the universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear
from the nature of its inexhaustible source. Mortal sense inverts this appearing and
calls ideas material. Thus misinterpreted, the divine idea seems to fall to the level of a
human or material belief, called mortal man. But the seed is in itself, only as the divine
Mind is All and reproduces all — as Mind is the multiplier, and Mind's infinite idea, man
and the universe, is the product. The only intelligence or substance of a thought, a
seed, or a flower is God, the creator of it. Mind is the Soul of all. Mind is Life, Truth,
and Love which governs all.
SH 66:11
Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material hopes, but
when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit, which have no taint
of earth. Each successive stage of experience unfolds new views of divine goodness
and love.
SH 508:9–25
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Genesis i. 12. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it
was good.
God determines the gender of His own ideas. Gender is mental, not material. The seed
within itself is the pure thought emanating from divine Mind. The feminine gender is not
yet expressed in the text. Gender means simply kind or sort, and does not necessarily
refer either to masculinity or femininity. The word is not confined to sexuality, and
grammars always recognize a neuter gender, neither male nor female. The Mind or
intelligence of production names the female gender last in the ascending order of
creation. The intelligent individual idea, be it male or female, rising from the lesser to
the greater, unfolds the infinitude of Love.
SH 190:14–31
Human birth, growth, maturity, and decay are as the grass springing from the soil with
beautiful green blades, afterwards to wither and return to its native nothingness. This
mortal seeming is temporal; it never merges into immortal being, but finally disappears,
and immortal man, spiritual and eternal, is found to be the real man.
The Hebrew bard, swayed by mortal thoughts, thus swept his lyre with saddening
strains on human existence: As for man, his days are as grass: As a flower of the field,
so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; And the place thereof
shall know it no more. When hope rose higher in the human heart, he sang: As for me,
I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness.
*****
For with Thee is the fountain of life; In Thy light shall we see light.
SH 191: 21–1
By its own volition, not a blade of grass springs up, not a spray buds within the vale,
not a leaf unfolds its fair outlines, not a flower starts from its cloistered cell.
The Science of being reveals man and immortality as based on Spirit. Physical sense
defines mortal man as based on matter, and from this premise infers the mortality of
the body.
The illusive senses may fancy affinities with their opposites; but in Christian Science,
Truth never mingles with error. Mind has no affinity with matter, and therefore Truth is
able to cast out the ills of the flesh. Mind, God, sends forth the aroma of Spirit, the
atmosphere of intelligence.
SH 183:4–15
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To suppose that God constitutes laws of inharmony is a mistake; discords have no
support from nature or divine law, however much is said to the contrary.
Can the agriculturist, according to belief, produce a crop without sowing the seed and
awaiting its germination according to the laws of nature? The answer is no, and yet the
Scriptures inform us that sin, or error, first caused the condemnation of man to till the
ground, and indicate that obedience to God will remove this necessity. Truth never
made error necessary, nor devised a law to perpetuate error.
SH 89:25–5
Matter is neither intelligent nor creative. The tree is not the author of itself. Sound is not
the originator of music, and man is not the father of man. Cain very naturally concluded
that if life was in the body, and man gave it, man had the right to take it away. This
incident shows that the belief of life in matter was "a murderer from the beginning."
If seed is necessary to produce wheat, and wheat to produce flour, or if one animal can
originate another, how then can we account for their primal origin? How were the
loaves and fishes multiplied on the shores of Galilee, — and that, too, without meal or
monad from which loaf or fish could come?
SH 534:30
The spiritual idea has given the understanding a foothold in Christian Science. The
seed of Truth and the seed of error, of belief and of understanding, — yea, the seed of
Spirit and the seed of matter, — are the wheat and tares which time will separate, the
one to be burned, the other to be garnered into heavenly places.
SH 272:3–16
The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This
sense is assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of
an "honest and good heart" the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for
the swinish element in human nature uproots it. Jesus said: "Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures." The spiritual sense of the Scriptures brings out the scientific sense, and is
the new tongue referred to in the last chapter of Mark's Gospel.
Jesus' parable of "the sower" shows the care our Master took not to impart to dull ears
and gross hearts the spiritual teachings which dulness and grossness could not
accept.
SH 509:23
Mind made the "plant of the field before it was in the earth." The periods of spiritual
ascension are the days and seasons of Mind's creation, in which beauty, sublimity,
purity, and holiness — yea, the divine nature — appear in man and the universe never
to disappear.
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SH 510:27
Light is a symbol of Mind, of Life, Truth, and Love, and not a vitalizing property of
matter. Science reveals only one Mind, and this one shining by its own light and
governing the universe, including man, in perfect harmony. This Mind forms ideas, its
own images, subdivides and radiates their borrowed light, intelligence, and so explains
the Scripture phrase, "whose seed is in itself." Thus God's ideas "multiply and
replenish the earth." The divine Mind supports the sublimity, magnitude, and infinitude
of spiritual creation.
SH 270:31–5
The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was indigenous to his spirituality, —
the good soil wherein the seed of Truth springs up and bears much fruit. Christ's
Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing in all ages, maintaining its
obvious correspondence with the Scriptures and uniting all periods in the design of
God.
SH 269:5
Jesus' demonstrations sift the chaff from the wheat, and unfold the unity and the reality
of good, the unreality, the nothingness, of evil.
SH 192:4
We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and
grasp the true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human
opinions are not spiritual. They come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality
instead of from Principle, and from the mortal instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not
separate from God. Spirit is God.
SH 520:16–3
Genesis ii. 4, 5. These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the Lord God [Jehovah] made the earth and the heavens,
and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before
it grew: for the Lord God [Jehovah] had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was not a man to till the ground.
Here is the emphatic declaration that God creates all through Mind, not through matter,
— that the plant grows, not because of seed or soil, but because growth is the eternal
mandate of Mind. Mortal thought drops into the ground, but the immortal creating
thought is from above, not from beneath. Because Mind makes all, there is nothing left
to be made by a lower power. Spirit acts through the Science of Mind, never causing
man to till the ground, but making him superior to the soil. Knowledge of this lifts man
above the sod, above earth and its environments, to conscious spiritual harmony and
eternal being.
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SH 449:3
A grain of Christian Science does wonders for mortals, so omnipotent is Truth, but
more of Christian Science must be gained in order to continue in well doing.
SH 300:13
The temporal and unreal never touch the eternal and real. The mutable and imperfect
never touch the immutable and perfect. The inharmonious and self-destructive never
touch the harmonious and self-existent. These opposite qualities are the tares and
wheat, which never really mingle, though (to mortal sight) they grow side by side until
the harvest; then, Science separates the wheat from the tares, through the realization
of God as ever present and of man as reflecting the divine likeness.
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