Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: The Absolute Power of God
May 4, 2011
Hymns: 444, 411, 447
The Bible
Romans 13:1 there (to :)
There is no power but of God:
Genesis 17:1
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.
Joshua 1:9
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou
goest.
Isaiah 41:10-13
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
my righteousness. Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be
ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee
shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that
contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing
of nought. For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee.
Isaiah 45:5-7, 11-13 (to :), 18, 22
I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee,
though thou hast not known me: That they may know from the rising of the sun,
and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is none
else. I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord
do all these things.
Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to
come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.
I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched
out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. I have raised him up in
righteousness, and I will direct all his ways:
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For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth
and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none else.
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there
is none else.
Luke 4:1-14 (to :)
And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness, Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days
he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. And the
devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made
bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God. And the devil, taking him up into an high
mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And
the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that
is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore will
worship me, all shall be thine. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee
behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve. And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle
of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from
hence: For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone. And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God. And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he
departed from him for a season. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee:
Luke 7:19-22
And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou
he that should come? or look we for another? When the men were come unto him,
they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should
come? or look we for another? And in that same hour he cured many of their
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave
sight. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is
preached.
John 5:2-9, 15-19
Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the
Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an
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angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water:
whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of
whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity
thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a
long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent
man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into
the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith
unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made
whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the Sabbath.
The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him
whole. And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him,
because he had done these things on the Sabbath day. But Jesus answered them,
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill
him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was his
Father, making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth
the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
John 18:29, 31 (to first .),
Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this
man?
Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law.
John 19:7-11 (to :)
The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because
he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was
the more afraid; And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus,
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto him,
Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee,
and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power
at all against me, except it were given thee from above:
Rev 1:8
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
465:8-12, 16-4
Question. – What is God?
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Answer. – God is incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle,
Life, Truth, Love.
Question. – Are these terms synonymous?
Answer. They are. They refer to one absolute God.
Question. – Is there more than one God or Principle?
Answer. – There is not. Principle and its idea is one, and this one is God,
omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent Being, and His reflection is man and the
universe. Omni is adopted from the Latin adjective signifying all. Hence God
combines all-power or potency, all-science or true knowledge, all-presence.
228:25-29
There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to
acknowledge any other power is to dishonor God. The humble Nazarene overthrew
the supposition that sin, sickness, and death have power. He proved them
powerless.
52:19
The “man of sorrows” best understood the nothingness of material life and
intelligence and the mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two
cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian Science, which armed him with Love.
The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability to reflect
divine power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but
for all time: “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;” and
“These signs shall follow them that believe.”
351:16-21
We cannot bring out the practical proof of Christianity, which Jesus required, while
error seems as potent and real to us as Truth, and while we make a personal devil
and an anthropomorphic God our starting-points, - especially if we consider Satan
as a being coequal in power with Deity, if not superior to Him.
27:1
Jesus sent a message to John the Baptist, which was intended to prove beyond a
question that the Christ had come: “Go your way, and tell John what things ye have
seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.” In other
words: Tell John what the demonstration of divine power is, and he will at once
perceive that God is the power in the Messianic work.
540:5
In Isaiah we read: “I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;”
but the prophet referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost,
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when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to its common denominator,
nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to purify the stream. In
moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are aggravated, we
may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought to
know that God’s law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth may
annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.
231:16 only, 20-25
God is not the author of mortal discords.
To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs
man, is true wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the
divine Science of being in man’s relation to God, -- to doubt His government and
distrust His omnipotent care.
406:6-13
Sin will submit to Christian Science when, in place of modes and forms, the power
of God is understood and demonstrated in the healing of mortals, both mind and
body. “Perfect Love casteth out fear.”
The Science of being unveils the errors of sense, and spiritual perception, aided by
Science, reaches Truth. Then error disappears.
411:10-12
If Spirit or the power of divine Love bear witness to the truth, this is the ultimatum,
the scientific way, and the healing is instantaneous.
270:5
Matter and Mind are opposites. One is contrary to the other in its very nature and
essence; hence both cannot be real. If one is real, the other must be unreal. Only
by understanding that there is but one power, -- not two powers, matter and Mind,
-- are scientific and logical conclusions reached. Few deny the hypothesis that
intelligence, apart from man and matter, governs the universal and it is generally
admitted that this intelligence is the eternal Mind or divine Principle, Love.
16:8-11, 26 only, 28 only
Our Master said, “After this manner therefore pray ye,” and then he gave that
prayer which covers all human needs.
Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
17:1-3, 10-11, 12-15
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
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Enable us to know, -- as in heaven, so on earth, -- God is omnipotent,
supreme.
And God leadeth us not into temptation, but delivereth us from sin, disease,
and death.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
For God is infinite, all-power, all Life, Truth, Love, over all, and All.
224:29-31
The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine
Love.
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