Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Touching the Hem of Christ’s Garment
November 17, 2010
Hymns: 96, 312, 171
The Bible
Gen 1:26-27
¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him;
male and female created he them.
Gen 3:1-13
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of
every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye
die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God
called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And
he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof
I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the
Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
Ex 4:2-4
And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. And
he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth
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thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it
became a rod in his hand:
Luke 9:18-20,22-29
¶And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and
he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am? They answering said,
John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets
is risen again. He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering
said, The Christ of God.
Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. ¶And he
said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man
advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? For
whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man
be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the
holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God. ¶And it came to pass about an
eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up
into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.
Matt 9:20-22
¶And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years,
came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within
herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him
about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath
made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.
Ex 4:8
And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice
of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
Col 3:1-10
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify
therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For
which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the
which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all
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these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And
have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him
that created him:
James 1:12
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
I Cor 15:54
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in victory.
Matt 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.
Ecce 9:8 to white
Let thy garments be always white

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 170:24
The age seems ready to approach this subject, to ponder somewhat the
supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch the hem of Truth's garment.
SH 165:1
Physiology is one of the apples from "the tree of knowledge." Evil declared that
eating this fruit would open man's eyes and make him as a god. Instead of so
doing, it closed the eyes of mortals to man's God-given dominion over the earth.
SH 532:13-4
Genesis iii. 9, 10. And the Lord God [Jehovah] called unto Adam, and said unto
him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
Knowledge and pleasure, evolved through material sense, produced the
immediate fruits of fear and shame. Ashamed before Truth, error shrank abashed
from the divine voice calling out to the corporeal senses. Its summons may be
thus paraphrased: "Where art thou, man? Is Mind in matter? Is Mind capable of
error as well as of truth, of evil as well as of good, when God is All and He is Mind
and there is but one God, hence one Mind?"
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Fear was the first manifestation of the error of material sense. Thus error began
and will end the dream of matter. In the allegory the body had been naked, and
Adam knew it not; but now error demands that mind shall see and feel through
matter, the five senses. The first impression material man had of himself was one
of nakedness and shame. Had he lost man's rich inheritance and God's behest,
dominion over all the earth? No! This had never been bestowed on Adam.
SH 533:5-2
Genesis iii. 11, 12. And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat? And the
man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree,
and I did eat.
Here there is an attempt to trace all human errors directly or indirectly to God, or
good, as if He were the creator of evil. The allegory shows that the snake-talker
utters the first voluble lie, which beguiles the woman and demoralizes the man.
Adam, alias mortal error, charges God and woman with his own dereliction,
saying, "The woman, whom Thou gavest me, is responsible." According to this
belief, the rib taken from Adam's side has grown into an evil mind, named woman,
who aids man to make sinners more rapidly than he can alone. Is this an help
meet for man?
Materiality, so obnoxious to God, is already found in the rapid deterioration of the
bone and flesh which came from Adam to form Eve. The belief in material life and
intelligence is growing worse at every step, but error has its suppositional day and
multiplies until the end thereof.
Truth, cross-questioning man as to his knowledge of error, finds woman the first to
confess her fault. She says, "The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat;" as much as
to say in meek penitence, "Neither man nor God shall father my fault." She has
already learned that corporeal sense is the serpent. Hence she is first to abandon
the belief in the material origin of man and to discern spiritual creation.
SH 321:8-16, 29
When, led by wisdom to cast down his rod, he saw it become a serpent, Moses
fled before it; but wisdom bade him come back and handle the serpent, and then
Moses' fear departed. In this incident was seen the actuality of Science. Matter
was shown to be a belief only. The serpent, evil, under wisdom's bidding, was
destroyed through understanding divine Science, and this proof was a staff upon
which to lean.
And so it was in the coming centuries, when the Science of being was
demonstrated by Jesus, who showed his students the power of Mind by changing
water into wine, and taught them how to handle serpents unharmed, to heal the
sick and cast out evils in proof of the supremacy of Mind.
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SH 571:22
Through trope and metaphor, the Revelator, immortal scribe of Spirit and of a true
idealism, furnishes the mirror in which mortals may see their own image. In
significant figures he depicts the thoughts which he beholds in mortal mind. Thus
he rebukes the conceit of sin, and foreshadows its doom. With his spiritual
strength, he has opened wide the gates of glory, and illumined the night of
paganism with the sublime grandeur of divine Science, outshining sin, sorcery,
lust, and hypocrisy. He takes away mitre and sceptre. He enthrones pure and
undefiled religion, and lifts on high only those who have washed their robes white
in obedience and suffering.
SH 561:22-10
The woman in the Apocalypse symbolizes generic man, the spiritual idea of God;
she illustrates the coincidence of God and man as the divine Principle and divine
idea. The Revelator symbolizes Spirit by the sun. The spiritual idea is clad with the
radiance of spiritual Truth, and matter is put under her feet. The light portrayed is
really neither solar nor lunar, but spiritual Life, which is "the light of men." In the
first chapter of the Fourth Gospel it is written, "There was a man sent from God. . .
to bear witness of that Light."
John the Baptist prophesied the coming of the immaculate Jesus, and John saw in
those days the spiritual idea as the Messiah, who would baptize with the Holy
Ghost, — divine Science. As Elias presented the idea of the fatherhood of God,
which Jesus afterwards manifested, so the Revelator completed this figure with
woman, typifying the spiritual idea of God's motherhood. The moon is under her
feet. This idea reveals the universe as secondary and tributary to Spirit, from
which the universe borrows its reflected light, substance, life, and intelligence.
SH 442:19-25
When Christ changes a belief of sin or of sickness into a better belief, then belief
melts into spiritual understanding, and sin, disease, and death disappear. Christ,
Truth, gives mortals temporary food and clothing until the material, transformed
with the ideal, disappears, and man is clothed and fed spiritually.
SH 296:4-18
Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the
mortal is dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science
must destroy all illusions regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense
and self. The old man with his deeds must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is
immortal. The death of a false material sense and of sin, not the death of organic
matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal.
The so-called pleasures and pains of matter perish, and they must go out under
the blaze of Truth, spiritual sense, and the actuality of being. Mortal belief must
lose all satisfaction in error and sin in order to part with them.
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SH 571:15
At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself,
and God will supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in
the panoply of Love, human hatred cannot reach you. The cement of a higher
humanity will unite all interests in the one divinity.
SH 569:6
The Scripture, "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many," is literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the supremacy of Truth,
by which the nothingness of error is seen; and we know that the nothingness of
error is in proportion to its wickedness. He that touches the hem of Christ's robe
and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoices in the proof of healing,
— in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love. Alas for those who break faith
with divine Science and fail to strangle the serpent of sin as well as of sickness!
They are dwellers still in the deep darkness of belief. They are in the surging sea
of error, not struggling to lift their heads above the drowning wave.
SH 10:14
Seeking is not sufficient. It is striving that enables us to enter. Spiritual attainments
open the door to a higher understanding of the divine Life.
SH 241:23
One's aim, a point beyond faith, should be to find the footsteps of Truth, the way to
health and holiness. We should strive to reach the Horeb height where God is
revealed; and the corner-stone of all spiritual building is purity. The baptism of
Spirit, washing the body of all the impurities of flesh, signifies that the pure in heart
see God and are approaching spiritual Life and its demonstration.
SH 242:21-3
The vesture of Life is Truth. According to the Bible, the facts of being are
commonly misconstrued, for it is written: "They parted my raiment among them,
and for my vesture they did cast lots." The divine Science of man is woven into
one web of consistency without seam or rent. Mere speculation or superstition
appropriates no part of the divine vesture, while inspiration restores every part of
the Christly garment of righteousness.
The finger-posts of divine Science show the way our Master trod, and require of
Christians the proof which he gave, instead of mere profession. We may hide
spiritual ignorance from the world, but we can never succeed in the Science and
demonstration of spiritual good through ignorance or hypocrisy.
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SH 452:20-22
We soil our garments with conservatism, and afterwards we must wash them
clean.
SH 267:19
When examined in the light of divine Science, mortals present more than is
detected upon the surface, since inverted thoughts and erroneous beliefs must be
counterfeits of Truth. Thought is borrowed from a higher source than matter, and
by reversal, errors serve as waymarks to the one Mind, in which all error
disappears in celestial Truth. The robes of Spirit are "white and glistering," like the
raiment of Christ. Even in this world, therefore, "let thy garments be always white."
"Blessed is the man that endureth [overcometh] temptation: for when he is tried,
[proved faithful], he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him." (James i. 12.)
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