Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Man’s triumph over sensuality
November 2, 2011
Hymns: 118, 19, 382
The Bible
Revelation 17:1, 4, 5
And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked
with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the
great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.
1 Kings 16:29-31
¶And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of
Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in
Samaria twenty and two years. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of
the Lord above all that were before him. And it came to pass, as if it had been a
light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took
to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and
served Baal, and worshipped him.
1 Kings 21:1-4 (to :), 5-10, 15, 16
And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a
vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.
And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it
for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee for
it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of
it in money. And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came into his house heavy
and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to
him:
¶But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad,
that thou eatest no bread? And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth
the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it
please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not
give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now
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govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry:
I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters in
Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders
and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. And she wrote in
the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people:
And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him,
saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and
stone him, that he may die.
¶And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was
dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of
Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is
not alive, but dead.
And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.
Revelation 2:17 (to ;), 18-23
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; I
know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more than the first. Notwithstanding I have a few things
against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself
a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to
eat things sacrificed unto idols. And I gave her space to repent of her
fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them
that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their
deeds. And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that
I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of
you according to your works.
John 8:34
Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin
is the servant of sin.
Isaiah 55:7
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon.
Lamentations 3:40
Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord.
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1 Peter 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
2 Samuel 13:1-6 (to :), 8, 11, 12, 14, 15 (to 1st .)
And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister,
whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her. And Amnon
was so vexed, that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and
Amnon thought it hard for him to do anything to her. But Amnon had a friend,
whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother: and Jonadab
was a very subtil man. And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king's son,
lean from day to day? wilt thou not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love
Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister. And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee
down on thy bed, and make thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to see
thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me meat,
and dress the meat in my sight, that I may see it, and eat it at her hand. ¶So
Amnon lay down, and made himself sick:
So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and he was laid down. And she
took flour, and kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes.
And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said
unto her, Come lie with me, my sister.
And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force me; for no such thing
ought to be done in Israel: do not thou this folly.
Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being stronger than she,
forced her, and lay with her.
¶Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred wherewith he hated her
was greater than the love wherewith he had loved her.
Galatians 5:19, 21 of the
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness,
of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Revelation 16:13
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
Revelation 17:14
These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.
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Genesis 39:2-4, 7, 8 (to 1st ,), 10-12, 16-21 (to 2nd ,)
And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in
the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was
with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer
over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.
¶And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes
upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.
But he refused,
And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not
unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. And it came to pass about this time, that
Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men
of the house there within. And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with
me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.
And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. And she spake
unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou
hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: And it came to pass, as I
lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. And it
came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake
unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was
kindled. And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place
where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison. ¶But the
Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy,
Revelation 14:1, 4, 5 (to :)
And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their
foreheads.
These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.
And in their mouth was found no guile:
Matthew 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
564:24-26, 29
From Genesis to the Apocalypse, sin, sickness, and death, envy, hatred, and
revenge, — all evil, — are typified by a serpent, or animal subtlety.
4

From the beginning to the end, the serpent pursues with hatred the spiritual
idea. In Genesis, this allegorical, talking serpent typifies mortal mind, "more
subtle than any beast of the field." In the Apocalypse, when nearing its doom,
this evil increases and becomes the great red dragon, swollen with sin, inflamed
with war against spirituality, and ripe for destruction. It is full of lust and hate,
loathing the brightness of divine glory.
567:27
The beast and the false prophets are lust and hypocrisy. These wolves in
sheep's clothing are detected and killed by innocence, the Lamb of Love.
337:6-10
Sensualism is not bliss, but bondage. For true happiness, man must harmonize
with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in accord with the Father, in
conformity with Christ.
241:5-11
Sensual treasures are laid up "where moth and rust doth corrupt." Mortality is
their doom. Sin breaks in upon them, and carries off their fleeting joys. The
sensualist's affections are as imaginary, whimsical, and unreal as his pleasures.
Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, revenge, and so forth, steal away the
treasures of Truth.
407:6-11
Man's enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness,
envy, hatred, and revenge — is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every
hour of delay makes the struggle more severe. If man is not victorious over the
passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood.
514:10-14
Moral courage is "the lion of the tribe of Juda," the king of the mental realm.
Free and fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or
rests in "green pastures, . . . beside the still waters."
125:5-6
Moral conditions will be found always harmonious and health-giving.
404:9-12, 22, 29-1
A corrupt mind is manifested in a corrupt body. Lust, malice, and all sorts of evil
are diseased beliefs, and you can destroy them only by destroying the wicked
motives which produce them.
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Arouse the sinner to this new and true view of sin, show him that sin confers no
pleasure, and this knowledge strengthens his moral courage and increases his
ability to master evil and to love good.
Hatred, envy, dishonesty, fear, and so forth, make a man sick, and neither
material medicine nor Mind can help him permanently, even in body, unless it
makes him better mentally, and so delivers him from his destroyers.
405:22-27
It were better to be exposed to every plague on earth than to endure the
cumulative effects of a guilty conscience. The abiding consciousness of
wrongdoing tends to destroy the ability to do right. If sin is not regretted and is
not lessening, then it is hastening on to physical and moral doom.
371:22-30
No impossible thing do I ask when urging the claims of Christian Science; but
because this teaching is in advance of the age, we should not deny our need of
its spiritual unfoldment. Mankind will improve through Science and Christianity.
The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for
Mind can impart purity instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and
health instead of disease.
568:24-32
For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts.
What shall we say of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter
than has ever before reached high heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the
great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and Love sends forth her
primal and everlasting strain. Self-abnegation, by which we lay down all for
Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against error, is a rule in Christian Science.
569:11-14
He that touches the hem of Christ's robe and masters his mortal beliefs,
animality, and hate, rejoices in the proof of healing, — in a sweet and certain
sense that God is Love.
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