Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Flesh and Blood cannot Inherit the Kingdom of God
November 24, 2010
Hymns: 455, 75, 131
The Bible
I Cor 15:50 to God
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God
Matt 6:10
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
II Cor 5:1
For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Luke 12:22-32
¶And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is
more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. Consider the ravens: for they
neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth
them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? And which of you with taking
thought can add to his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing
which is least, why take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they grow:
they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is to-day
in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe
you, O ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink,
neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world
seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. ¶But rather
seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear
not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Gal 5:16-23
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if
ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall
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not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law.
Matt 3:3
For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Luke 1:37
For with God nothing shall be impossible.
I John 4:1-13
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it
should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children,
and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in
the world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world
heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of
God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No
man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and
his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us,
because he hath given us of his Spirit.
Luke 17:20,21
¶And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should
come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with
observation:
Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is
within you.
Matt 7:7,8
¶Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you:
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For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 16:30-31
Thy kingdom come. Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present.
SH 18:1
Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects
divine Truth, Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's
oneness with the Father, and for this we owe him endless homage. His mission
was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright not only in justice to
himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not to do it
for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted boldly, against
the accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices,
and he refuted all opponents with his healing power.
SH 560:10-15
Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of
heavenly harmony. The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the
grand necessity of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes the
kingdom of heaven in man.
SH 280:30-4
The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science of
being is our mortal ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to the
understanding of divine Science, the understanding by which we enter into the
kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that Spirit is infinite and supreme.
SH 251:28-6
Ignorance, like intentional wrong, is not Science. Ignorance must be seen and
corrected before we can attain harmony. Inharmonious beliefs, which rob Mind,
calling it matter, and deify their own notions, imprison themselves in what they
create. They are at war with Science, and as our Master said, "If a kingdom be
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand."
Human ignorance of Mind and of the recuperative energies of Truth occasions the
only skepticism regarding the pathology and theology of Christian Science.
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SH 20:14
Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and "with his stripes
[the rejection of error] we are healed." "Despised and rejected of men," returning
blessing for cursing, he taught mortals the opposite of themselves, even the
nature of God; and when error felt the power of Truth, the scourge and the cross
awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing that to obey the
divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from sin
to holiness.
SH 66:6
Trials teach mortals not to lean on a material staff, — a broken reed, which
pierces the heart. We do not half remember this in the sunshine of joy and
prosperity. Sorrow is salutary. Through great tribulation we enter the kingdom.
Trials are proofs of God's care. Spiritual development germinates not from seed
sown in the soil of material hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew
the higher joys of Spirit, which have no taint of earth. Each successive stage of
experience unfolds new views of divine goodness and love.
SH 476:21-8
Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is
outside of all material selfhood. Remember that the Scriptures say of mortal man:
"As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For
the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no
more."
When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The
kingdom of God is within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man,
showing that man in God's image is unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in Science
the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears to
mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct
view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact,
universal, and that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for Soul;
he is himself spiritual. Soul, being Spirit, is seen in nothing imperfect nor material.
SH 252:15-8
The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of
Spirit. Material sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says:
I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery,
rob, murder, and I elude detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in
propensity, deceitful in sentiment, fraudulent in purpose, I mean to make my short
span of life one gala day. What a nice thing is sin! How sin succeeds, where the
good purpose waits! The world is my kingdom. I am enthroned in the
gorgeousness of matter. But a touch, an accident, the law of God, may at any
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moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting lava, I
expand but to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming fire.
Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith:
I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the infinite
understanding, for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being,
imperishable glory, — all are Mine, for I am God. I give immortality to man, for I
am Truth. I include and impart all bliss, for I am Love. I give life, without beginning
and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and give all, for I am Mind. I am the
substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM.
SH 253:32-2, 6-8
The divine demand, "Be ye therefore perfect," is scientific, and the human
footsteps leading to perfection are indispensable. God requires perfection, but not
until the battle between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won.
SH 248:12-11
The sculptor turns from the marble to his model in order to perfect his conception.
We are all sculptors, working at various forms, moulding and chiseling thought.
What is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy, sorrow, sin,
suffering? Have you accepted the mortal model? Are you reproducing it? Then
you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors and hideous forms. Do you not
hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before your
gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns,
limit your life-work, and adopt into your experience the angular outline and
deformity of matter models.
To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk
that way. We must form perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or
we shall never carve them out in grand and noble lives. Let unselfishness,
goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the kingdom of heaven — reign
within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally disappear.
Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up
imperfect models and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and
that one perfect, producing His own models of excellence.
Let the "male and female" of God's creating appear. Let us feel the divine energy
of Spirit, bringing us into newness of life and recognizing no mortal nor material
power as able to destroy. Let us rejoice that we are subject to the divine "powers
that be." Such is the true Science of being. Any other theory of Life, or God, is
delusive and mythological.
SH 242:1-5
Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their
material beliefs and false individuality. It is only a question of time when "they shall
all know Me [God], from the least of them unto the greatest."
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SH 339:25
The basis of all health, sinlessness, and immortality is the great fact that God is
the only Mind; and this Mind must be not merely believed, but it must be
understood. To get rid of sin through Science, is to divest sin of any supposed
mind or reality, and never to admit that sin can have intelligence or power, pain or
pleasure. You conquer error by denying its verity. Our various theories will never
lose their imaginary power for good or evil, until we lose our faith in them and
make life its own proof of harmony and God.
SH 122:1-7
The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and
so creates a reign of discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and
death; but the great facts of Life, rightly understood, defeat this triad of errors,
contradict their false witnesses, and reveal the kingdom of heaven, — the actual
reign of harmony on earth.
SH 572:20-12, 573:13-2
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience
called death, but he already saw a new heaven and a new earth. Through what
sense came this vision to St. John? Not through the material visual organs for
seeing, for optics are inadequate to take in so wonderful a scene. Were this new
heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or spiritual? They could not
be the former, for the human sense of space is unable to grasp such a view. The
Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot
see, — that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy
Writ sustains the fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human
consciousness, that consciousness which God bestows, are spiritual, while to
another, the unillumined human mind, the vision is material. This shows
unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates states
and stages of consciousness.
Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the
declaration from heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of
harmony, is ever with men, and they are His people. Thus man was no longer
regarded as a miserable sinner, but as the blessed child of God. Why? Because
St. John's corporeal sense of the heavens and earth had vanished, and in place of
this false sense was the spiritual sense, the subjective state by which he could
see the new heaven and new earth, which involve the spiritual idea and
consciousness of reality. This is Scriptural authority for concluding that such a
recognition of being is, and has been, possible to men in this present state of
existence, — that we can become conscious, here and now, of a cessation of
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death, sorrow, and pain. This is indeed a foretaste of absolute Christian Science.
Take heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime and
in some way. There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped away. When
you read this, remember Jesus' words, "The kingdom of God is within you." This
spiritual consciousness is therefore a present possibility.
SH 576:10-25
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the
temple of it.
There was no temple, — that is, no material structure in which to worship God, for
He must be worshipped in spirit and in love. The word temple also means body.
The Revelator was familiar with Jesus' use of this word, as when Jesus spoke of
his material body as the temple to be temporarily rebuilt (John ii. 21). What further
indication need we of the real man's incorporeality than this, that John saw heaven
and earth with "no temple [body] therein"? This kingdom of God "is within you," —
is within reach of man's consciousness here, and the spiritual idea reveals it. In
divine Science, man possesses this recognition of harmony consciously in
proportion to his understanding of God.
SH 40:31
The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the
kingdom, the anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the
Shekinah into which Jesus has passed before us; and this advance beyond matter
must come through the joys and triumphs of the righteous as well as through their
sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart from material sense into
the spiritual sense of being.
SH 98:31-11
The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but
Christian, not human but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but
scientifically spiritual. Human philosophy, ethics, and superstition afford no
demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals can escape from sin; yet to
escape from sin, is what the Bible demands. "Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling," says the apostle, and he straightway adds: "for it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Philippians ii. 12, 13).
Truth has furnished the key to the kingdom, and with this key Christian Science
has opened the door of the human understanding.
SH 174:20
Truth is revealed. It needs only to be practised.
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