Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: God’s Government
November 3, 2010
Hymns: 216, 24, 236
The Bible
Ex 20:1-5 to them, 7, 8, 12-17
And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain;
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. ¶Honour thy father and thy mother:
that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou
shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.
Luke 12:1-32
In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of
people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his
disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not
be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in
the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed
upon the housetops. And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill
the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings,
and not one of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows.
Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of
man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me before men
shall be denied before the angels of God. And whosoever shall speak a word
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth
against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven. And when they bring you unto the
synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what
thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in
the same hour what ye ought to say. ¶And one of the company said unto him,
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Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. And he said
unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? And he said unto
them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in
the abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he spake a parable unto
them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he
thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. ¶And he said
unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat,
and the body is more than raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor
reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much
more are ye better than the fowls? And which of you with taking thought can add
to his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why
take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they
spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is to-day in the field, and tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little
faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of
doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. ¶But rather seek ye the
kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little flock;
for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Acts 17:24-30
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with
men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and
the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him
we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone,
graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
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PS 114:1-7
When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange
language; Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion. The sea saw it, and
fled: Jordan was driven back. The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills
like lambs. What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou
wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like
lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the
God of Jacob;
Col 3:1-4
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
Rom 7:25, 8:1-7, 16,17
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve
the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but
they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
PS 91:11
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 106:6
Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has
endowed man with inalienable rights, among which are self-government, reason,
and conscience. Man is properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and
governed by his Maker, divine Truth and Love.
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SH 73:8
The belief that one man, as spirit, can control another man, as matter, upsets both
the individuality and the Science of man, for man is image. God controls man, and
God is the only Spirit. Any other control or attraction of so-called spirit is a mortal
belief, which ought to be known by its fruit, — the repetition of evil.
SH 78:28
Spirit blesses man, but man cannot "tell whence it cometh." By it the sick are
healed, the sorrowing are comforted, and the sinning are reformed. These are the
effects of one universal God, the invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.
SH 104:13
Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy
which indicates the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind,
and the consequent wrongness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism,
necromancy, mesmerism, animal magnetism, hypnotism.
SH 11:8
The moral law, which has the right to acquit or condemn, always demands
restitution before mortals can "go up higher." Broken law brings penalty in order to
compel this progress.
SH 447:1-2
The heavenly law is broken by trespassing upon man's individual right of selfgovernment.
SH 106:12
Man's rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with, and the mental
trespasser incurs the divine penalty due this crime.
SH 128:4
The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His
government of the universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business
men and cultured scholars have found that Christian Science enhances their
endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of character, gives them
acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary
capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes
more elastic, is capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and
requires less repose. A knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent
abilities and possibilities of man. It extends the atmosphere of thought, giving
mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native
air of insight and perspicacity.
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SH 225:14-16
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows
human power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking.
SH 134:31
A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. This fact at present
seems more mysterious than the miracle itself. The Psalmist sang: "What ailed
thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? Thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye
mountains, that ye skipped like rams, and ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou
earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob." The
miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the
Science of God's unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the
exercise of divine power.
SH 393:16-18
Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science
man reflects God's government.
SH 381:20-21
Think less of the enactments of mortal mind, and you will sooner grasp man's
God-given dominion.
SH 216:11-14
The understanding that the Ego is Mind, and that there is but one Mind or
intelligence, begins at once to destroy the errors of mortal sense and to supply the
truth of immortal sense.
SH 252:7-23
When false human beliefs learn even a little of their own falsity, they begin to
disappear. A knowledge of error and of its operations must precede that
understanding of Truth which destroys error, until the entire mortal, material error
finally disappears, and the eternal verity, man created by and of Spirit, is
understood and recognized as the true likeness of his Maker.
The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of
Spirit. Material sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says:
I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery,
rob, murder, and I elude detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in
propensity, deceitful in sentiment, fraudulent in purpose, I mean to make my short
span of life one gala day.

5

SH 540:5
In Isaiah we read: "I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;"
but the prophet referred to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost,
when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to its common denominator,
nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to purify the stream. In
moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are aggravated, we
may think in our ignorance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought to
know that God's law uncovers so-called sin and its effects, only that Truth may
annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin.
SH 18:13
The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine
Principle of Christ is God, and how can God propitiate Himself? Christ is Truth,
which reaches no higher than itself. The fountain can rise no higher than its
source. Christ, Truth, could conciliate no nature above his own, derived from the
eternal Love. It was therefore Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God
to man. Love and Truth are not at war with God's image and likeness. Man cannot
exceed divine Love, and so atone for himself. Even Christ cannot reconcile Truth
to error, for Truth and error are irreconcilable. Jesus aided in reconciling man to
God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle of Jesus' teachings,
and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and death
by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.
SH 472:9
Sickness, sin, and death, being inharmonious, do not originate in God nor belong
to His government. His law, rightly understood, destroys them. Jesus furnished
proofs of these statements.
SH 442:30
Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice cannot harm
you either when asleep or when awake.
SH 231:20
To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs
man, is true wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the
divine Science of being in man's relation to God, — to doubt His government and
distrust His omnipotent care. To hold yourself superior to sickness and death is
equally wise, and is in accordance with divine Science. To fear them is impossible,
when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.
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SH 316:12
Jesus represented Christ, the true idea of God. Hence the warfare between this
spiritual idea and perfunctory religion, between spiritual clear-sightedness and the
blindness of popular belief, which led to the conclusion that the spiritual idea could
be killed by crucifying the flesh. The Christ-idea, or the Christ-man, rose higher to
human view because of the crucifixion, and thus proved that Truth was the master
of death. Christ presents the indestructible man, whom Spirit creates, constitutes,
and governs. Christ illustrates that blending with God, his divine Principle, which
gives man dominion over all the earth.
SH 14:6
To be "present with the Lord" is to have, not mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but
the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in Christian
Science. To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be
absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.
SH 497:24
And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was
also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to
be merciful, just, and pure.
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