Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: The Bride and Bridegroom
October 12, 2011
Hymns: 398, 108, 298
The Bible
Genesis 2:21-24
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which
the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the
man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.
Genesis 3:9-13, 16
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And
he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And
the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband,
and he shall rule over thee.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
274:25
The conventional firm, called matter and mind, God never formed. Science and
understanding, governed by the unerring and eternal Mind, destroy the
imaginary copartnership, matter and mind, formed only to be destroyed in a
manner and at a period as yet unknown. This suppositional partnership is
already obsolete, for matter, examined in the light of divine metaphysics,
disappears.
275:1-6 A
A partnership of mind with matter would ignore omnipresent and omnipotent
Mind. This shows that matter did not originate in God, Spirit, and is not eternal.
Therefore matter is neither substantial, living, nor intelligent.

1

528:9-13, 18-22, 31-4
Genesis ii. 21, 22. And the Lord God [Jehovah, Yawah] caused a deep sleep to
fall upon Adam, and he slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God [Jehovah] had taken from
man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man.
This is the first record of magnetism. Beginning creation with darkness instead
of light, — materially rather than spiritually, — error now simulates the work of
Truth, mocking Love and declaring what great things error has done.
Later in human history, when the forbidden fruit was bringing forth fruit of its
own kind, there came a suggestion of change in the modus operandi, — that
man should be born of woman, not woman again taken from man.
529:6
Another change will come as to the nature and origin of man, and this revelation
will destroy the dream of existence, reinstate reality, usher in Science and the
glorious fact of creation, that both man and woman proceed from God and are
His eternal children, belonging to no lesser parent.
532:13-16, 31-1
Genesis iii. 9, 10. And the Lord God [Jehovah] called unto Adam, and said unto
him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
The first impression material man had of himself was one of nakedness and
shame.
476:1-4
Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals. They are the children of the wicked
one, or the one evil, which declares that man begins in dust or as a material
embryo.
533:5-12, 26
Genesis iii. 11, 12. And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat? And
the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat.
Here there is an attempt to trace all human errors directly or indirectly to God, or
good, as if He were the creator of evil.
Truth, cross-questioning man as to his knowledge of error, finds woman the first
to confess her fault. She says, "The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat;" as
much as to say in meek penitence, "Neither man nor God shall father my fault."
She has already learned that corporeal sense is the serpent. Hence she is first
to abandon the belief in the material origin of man and to discern spiritual
creation. This hereafter enabled woman to be the mother of Jesus and to
behold at the sepulchre the risen Saviour, who was soon to manifest the
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deathless man of God's creating. This enabled woman to be first to interpret the
Scriptures in their true sense, which reveals the spiritual origin of man.
The Bible
Song 2:1, 2 (to ,), 3 I sat, 8, 10-13, 16, 17 (to 2nd ,)
I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. As the lily among thorns, I
sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste. ¶The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise
up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is
over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds
is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The fig tree putteth forth
her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my
love, my fair one, and come away. ¶My beloved is mine, and I am his: he
feedeth among the lilies. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away,
Song 3:1-4 (to 3rd ,)
By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found
him not. I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad
ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.
The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him
whom my soul loveth? It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him
whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go,
Isaiah 61:10, 11
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels.
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things
that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to spring forth before all the nations.
Isaiah 62:5 as the
as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.
John 2:1-3, 6-11
And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of
Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no
wine.
And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the
purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto
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them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. And he
saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And
they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made
wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water
knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him,
Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse; but thou hast kept the good wine until now. This
beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his
glory; and his disciples believed on him.
Matthew 23:9 call
call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in
heaven.
Matthew 9:14, 15 (to ?)
¶Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?
And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long
as the bridegroom is with them?
Matthew 22:1-10
And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The
kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his
son, And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding:
and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them
which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings
are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light
of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: And the
remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But
when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then saith he to his
servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy.
Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the
marriage. So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together
all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished
with guests.
Revelation 19:5, 7-9
And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants,
and ye that fear him, both small and great.
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which
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are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These
are the true sayings of God.
Revelation 21:2, 3 (to 4th ,), 23, 25
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and he will dwell with them,
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there.
Science and Health
31:4-6, 8
Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: "Call no man your father upon
the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven."
We have no record of his calling any man by the name of father. He recognized
Spirit, God, as the only creator, and therefore as the Father of all.
68:30-2
Proportionately as human generation ceases, the unbroken links of eternal,
harmonious being will be spiritually discerned; and man, not of the earth earthly
but coexistent with God, will appear.
69:6-8, 17-26
Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man is a
creator. God's children already created will be cognized only as man finds the
truth of being.
If Christian Scientists educate their own offspring spiritually, they can educate
others spiritually and not conflict with the scientific sense of God's creation.
Some day the child will ask his parent: "Do you keep the First Commandment?
Do you have one God and creator, or is man a creator?" If the father replies,
"God creates man through man," the child may ask, "Do you teach that Spirit
creates materially, or do you declare that Spirit is infinite, therefore matter is out
of the question?"
29:14-16
Those instructed in Christian Science have reached the glorious perception that
God is the only author of man.
582:14-20
BRIDE. Purity and innocence, conceiving man in the idea of God; a sense of
Soul, which has spiritual bliss and enjoys but cannot suffer.
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BRIDEGROOM. Spiritual understanding; the pure consciousness that God, the
divine Principle, creates man as His own spiritual idea, and that God is the only
creative power.
65:3
May Christ, Truth, be present at every bridal altar to turn the water into wine and
give to human life an inspiration by which man’s spiritual and eternal existence
may be discerned.
561:5-13
Agassiz, through his microscope, saw the sun in an egg at a point of so-called
embryonic life. Because of his more spiritual vision, St. John saw an "angel
standing in the sun." The Revelator beheld the spiritual idea from the mount of
vision. Purity was the symbol of Life and Love. The Revelator saw also the
spiritual ideal as a woman clothed in light, a bride coming down from heaven,
wedded to the Lamb of Love.
574:5-9
He writes, in Revelation xxi. 9: —
And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full
of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show
thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.
575:1-10 Come
Come hither! Arise from your false consciousness into the true sense of Love,
and behold the Lamb's wife, — Love wedded to its own spiritual idea." Then
cometh the marriage feast, for this revelation will destroy forever the physical
plagues imposed by material sense.
This sacred city, described in the Apocalypse (xxi. 16) as one that "lieth
foursquare" and cometh "down from God, out of heaven," represents the light
and glory of divine Science.
63:5
In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure
constitute his ancestry. His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor
does he pass through material conditions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is
his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is his Father, and Life is the law
of his being.
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