Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: God Directs, Man Reflects
October 20, 2010
Hymns 51, 115, 18
The Bible
Gen 1:26 to likeness
¶And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness
Psalms 102:24-28
I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are
throughout all generations. Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and
the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them,
and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no
end. The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be
established before thee.
Job 22:21-29
Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto
thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine
heart. If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away
iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold
of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and
thou shalt have plenty of silver. For then shalt thou have thy delight in the
Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him,
and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows. Thou shalt also decree a
thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy
ways. When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he
shall save the humble person.
II Cor 5:1-8
For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath
wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest
of the Spirit. Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by
1

sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord.
Matt 6:24
¶No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.
Ex 3:1-17
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he
led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even
to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great
sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said,
I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. ¶And the Lord
said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and
honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry
of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of
Egypt. ¶And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and
that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly I
will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When
thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this
mountain. And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of
Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you;
and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? And God
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said moreover unto
Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent
me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all
generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The
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Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared
unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in
Egypt: And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the
land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.
Psalms 46:1
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 254:10-12
When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path.
SH 120:4
Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and man coexists with and
reflects Soul, God, for man is God's image.
SH 3:12-2
The Divine Being must be reflected by man, — else man is not the image and
likeness of the patient, tender, and true, the One "altogether lovely;" but to
understand God is the work of eternity, and demands absolute consecration of
thought, energy, and desire.
How empty are our conceptions of Deity! We admit theoretically that God is good,
omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give information to this infinite
Mind. We plead for unmerited pardon and for a liberal outpouring of benefactions.
Are we really grateful for the good already received? Then we shall avail
ourselves of the blessings we have, and thus be fitted to receive more. Gratitude
is much more than a verbal expression of thanks. Action expresses more gratitude
than speech.
If we are ungrateful for Life, Truth, and Love, and yet return thanks to God for all
blessings, we are insincere and incur the sharp censure our Master pronounces
on hypocrites. In such a case, the only acceptable prayer is to put the finger on
the lips and remember our blessings. While the heart is far from divine Truth and
Love, we cannot conceal the ingratitude of barren lives.
SH 459:26-27
The tree must be good, which produces good fruit.
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SH 346:2
When man is spoken of as made in God's image, it is not sinful and sickly mortal
man who is referred to, but the ideal man, reflecting God's likeness.
SH 538:3
Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword,
guarding and guiding. Truth places the cherub wisdom at the gate of
understanding to note the proper guests. Radiant with mercy and justice, the
sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite distance between Truth and
error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.
SH 393:16-18
Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science
man reflects God's government.
SH 90:24-8
The admission to one's self that man is God's own likeness sets man free to
master the infinite idea. This conviction shuts the door on death, and opens it wide
towards immortality. The understanding and recognition of Spirit must finally
come, and we may as well improve our time in solving the mysteries of being
through an apprehension of divine Principle. At present we know not what man is,
but we certainly shall know this when man reflects God.
The Revelator tells us of "a new heaven and a new earth." Have you ever pictured
this heaven and earth, inhabited by beings under the control of supreme wisdom?
Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only
the divine Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true
spiritual growth.
SH 14:9
To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely
governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.
SH 259:6-17, 22-23
In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best
expressed in Christ Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and
lifted their lives higher than their poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts
which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and dying. The Christlike
understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle
and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and
demonstration.
If man was once perfect but has now lost his perfection, then mortals have never
beheld in man the reflex image of God. The lost image is no image.
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Mortal thought transmits its own images, and forms its offspring after human
illusions.
SH 266:26-27
The evil beliefs which originate in mortals are hell.
SH 249:31
Man is the reflection of Soul. He is the direct opposite of material sensation, and
there is but one Ego. We run into error when we divide Soul into souls, multiply
Mind into minds and suppose error to be mind, then mind to be in matter and
matter to be a lawgiver, unintelligence to act like intelligence, and mortality to be
the matrix of immortality.
SH 250:22-32
Now I ask, Is there any more reality in the waking dream of mortal existence than
in the sleeping dream? There cannot be, since whatever appears to be a mortal
man is a mortal dream. Take away the mortal mind, and matter has no more
sense as a man than it has as a tree. But the spiritual, real man is immortal.
Upon this stage of existence goes on the dance of mortal mind. Mortal thoughts
chase one another like snowflakes, and drift to the ground. Science reveals Life as
not being at the mercy of death, nor will Science admit that happiness is ever the
sport of circumstance.
SH 70:1-9 (NP)
Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the
corporeal senses cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, but the
revelations of Christian Science unlock the treasures of Truth. Whatever is false or
sinful can never enter the atmosphere of Spirit. There is but one Spirit. Man is
never God, but spiritual man, made in God's likeness, reflects God. In this
scientific reflection the Ego and the Father are inseparable. The supposition that
corporeal beings are spirits, or that there are good and evil spirits, is a mistake.
The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct
and eternal. The questions are: What are God's identities? What is Soul? Does life
or soul exist in the thing formed?
Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. Evil has
no reality. It is neither person, place, nor thing, but is simply a belief, an illusion of
material sense.
The identity, or idea, of all reality continues forever; but Spirit, or the divine
Principle of all, is not in Spirit's formations. Soul is synonymous with Spirit, God,
the creative, governing, infinite Principle outside of finite form, which forms only
reflect.
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SH 254:24
If you venture upon the quiet surface of error and are in sympathy with error, what
is there to disturb the waters? What is there to strip off error's disguise?
SH 106:9
Man is properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by his
Maker, divine Truth and Love.
SH 506:10
Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites understanding to eternal harmony. The
calm and exalted thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace. Thus the dawn of
ideas goes on, forming each successive stage of progress.
SH 266:27-7
Man is the idea of Spirit; he reflects the beatific presence, illuming the universe
with light. Man is deathless, spiritual. He is above sin or frailty. He does not cross
the barriers of time into the vast forever of Life, but he coexists with God and the
universe.
Every object in material thought will be destroyed, but the spiritual idea, whose
substance is in Mind, is eternal. The offspring of God start not from matter or
ephemeral dust. They are in and of Spirit, divine Mind, and so forever continue.
God is one. The allness of Deity is His oneness. Generically man is one, and
specifically man means all men.
SH 94:1-6
Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and likeness
of Himself, — of Spirit, not of matter. Man reflects infinite Truth, Life, and Love.
The nature of man, thus understood, includes all that is implied by the terms
"image" and "likeness" as used in Scripture.
SH 265:3-5
Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and
Love are enlarged.
SH 266:25-26
Perfect and infinite Mind enthroned is heaven.
SH 179:7
Immortal Mind heals what eye hath not seen; but the spiritual capacity to
apprehend thought and to heal by the Truth-power, is won only as man is found,
not in self-righteousness, but reflecting the divine nature.
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SH 180:25
When man is governed by God, the ever-present Mind who understands all things,
man knows that with God all things are possible. The only way to this living Truth,
which heals the sick, is found in the Science of divine Mind as taught and
demonstrated by Christ Jesus.
SH 566:1
As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark
ebbing and flowing tides of human fear, — as they were led through the
wilderness, walking wearily through the great desert of human hopes, and
anticipating the promised joy, — so shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires in
their passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense of existence to the
spiritual, up to the glory prepared for them who love God. Stately Science pauses
not, but moves before them, a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, leading to
divine heights.
SH 467:13
Having no other gods, turning to no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him,
man is the likeness of God, pure and eternal, having that Mind which was also in
Christ.
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