Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Personal Attachment exposed and overcome
October 26, 2011
Hymns: 192, 305, 317
The Bible
Jeremiah 17:5-8
¶Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath
in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful
in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.
Genesis 32:24-26, 30, 31 (to ,)
¶And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking
of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the
hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he
wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I
will not let thee go, except thou bless me.
And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved.
And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him,
Matthew 5:4
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
Matthew 10:34-39
Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but
a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.
And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and
he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
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Genesis 12:1, 4
Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:
So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him:
and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.
Genesis 13:7 (to :), 8, 9, 11, 12
And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen
of Lot's cattle:
And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and
thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.
Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right
hand, then I will go to the left.
Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they
separated themselves the one from the other.
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain,
and pitched his tent toward Sodom.
Genesis 17:1
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram,
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.
Daniel 4:28-31, 33-35
¶All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he
walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is
not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While the word was in
the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.
The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven
from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds'
claws. And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto
heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most
High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?
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Mark 1:9, 12, 13
And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee,
and was baptized of John in Jordan.
And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.
And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with
the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.
Matthew 26:26, 31-40, 42-45
¶And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.
Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night:
for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be
scattered abroad. But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.
Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because
of thee, yet will I never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee,
That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto
him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said
all the disciples. ¶Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray
yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to
be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went a
little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?
He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this
cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he
came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. And he left them,
and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then
cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your
rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners.
John 16:32
Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every
man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with me.
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
266:6-15, 16-17
Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time will
come when you will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming vacuum
is already filled with divine Love. When this hour of development comes, even if
you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual Love will force you to accept what
best promotes your growth. Friends will betray and enemies will slander, until
the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for "man's extremity is God's opportunity."
Thus He teaches mortals to lay down their fleshliness and gain spirituality.
597:16
WILDERNESS. Loneliness; doubt; darkness. Spontaneity of thought and idea;
the vestibule in which a material sense of things disappears, and spiritual sense
unfolds the great facts of existence.
21:15-29
If my friends are going to Europe, while I am en route for California, we are not
journeying together. We have separate time-tables to consult, different routes to
pursue. Our paths have diverged at the very outset, and we have little
opportunity to help each other. On the contrary, if my friends pursue my course,
we have the same railroad guides, and our mutual interests are identical; or, if I
take up their line of travel, they help me on, and our companionship may
continue.
Being in sympathy with matter, the worldly man is at the beck and call of error,
and will be attracted thitherward. He is like a traveller going westward for a
pleasure-trip. The company is alluring and the pleasures exciting.
238:6-9, 22, 27-31
To obey the Scriptural command, "Come out from among them, and be ye
separate," is to incur society's frown; but this frown, more than flatteries,
enables one to be Christian.
Attempts to conciliate society and so gain dominion over mankind, arise from
worldly weakness. He who leaves all for Christ forsakes popularity and gains
Christianity.
People with mental work before them have no time for gossip about false law or
testimony. To reconstruct timid justice and place the fact above the falsehood, is
the work of time.
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The cross is the central emblem of history.
239:5
Take away wealth, fame, and social organizations, which weigh not one jot in
the balance of God, and we get clearer views of Principle. Break up cliques,
level wealth with honesty, let worth be judged according to wisdom, and we get
better views of humanity.
11:22-27, 31
We know that a desire for holiness is requisite in order to gain holiness; but if
we desire holiness above all else, we shall sacrifice everything for it. We must
be willing to do this, that we may walk securely in the only practical road to
holiness.
Such a desire has little need of audible expression. It is best expressed in
thought and in life.
47:31-14
During his night of gloom and glory in the garden, Jesus realized the utter error
of a belief in any possible material intelligence. The pangs of neglect and the
staves of bigoted ignorance smote him sorely. His students slept. He said unto
them: "Could ye not watch with me one hour?" Could they not watch with him
who, waiting and struggling in voiceless agony, held uncomplaining guard over
a world? There was no response to that human yearning, and so Jesus turned
forever away from earth to heaven, from sense to Soul.
Remembering the sweat of agony which fell in holy benediction on the grass of
Gethsemane, shall the humblest or mightiest disciple murmur when he drinks
from the same cup, and think, or even wish, to escape the exalting ordeal of
sin's revenge on its destroyer?
586:23
GETHSEMANE. Patient woe; the human yielding to the divine; love meeting no
response, but still remaining love.
596:23
Though the way is dark in mortal sense, divine Life and Love illumine it, destroy
the unrest of mortal thought, the fear of death, and the supposed reality of error.
Christian Science, contradicting sense, maketh the valley to bud and blossom
as the rose.
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174:9-14
The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and
portend a long night to the traveller; but the angels of His presence — the
spiritual intuitions that tell us when "the night is far spent, the day is at hand" —
are our guardians in the gloom.
66:6-7, 11-14
Trials teach mortals not to lean on a material staff, — a broken reed, which
pierces the heart.
Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material
hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit,
which have no taint of earth.
57:24
The wintry blasts of earth may uproot the flowers of affection, and scatter them
to the winds; but this severance of fleshly ties serves to unite thought more
closely to God, for Love supports the struggling heart until it ceases to sigh over
the world and begins to unfold its wings for heaven.
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