Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Heaven and Hell
October 5, 2011
Hymns: 343, 436, 109
The Bible
2 Samuel 22:6 (to 1st ;), 7 (to :)
The sorrows of hell compassed me about; In my distress I called upon the Lord,
and cried to my God:
Luke 16:19-31
¶There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and
fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he
lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue;
for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he
said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's
house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one
rose from the dead.
Psalms 84:2-4 (to 1st .), 10
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my
flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and
the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars,
O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house:
they will be still praising thee.
For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
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Psalms 16:9 my heart, 10 (to ;)
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
Romans 7:14, 18-20, 22-24 I delight
For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I
would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?
Romans 12:1, 2, 9-14, 17-20 (to :), 21
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God.
Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which
is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another; Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which
persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all
men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink:
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
Psalm 139:8, 23, 24
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou
art there.
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Romans 8:6, 12, 13
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
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For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify
the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
Galatians 5:22 the fruit, 23
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ;
Revelation 20:1-3, 10, 13 (to :), 14 (to 1st .)
And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that
he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up
the dead which were in them:
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 21:1
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
91:1
The Revelator tells us of "a new heaven and a new earth." Have you ever
pictured this heaven and earth, inhabited by beings under the control of
supreme wisdom?
573:3
The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye
cannot see, — that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of
Holy Writ sustains the fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human
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consciousness, that consciousness which God bestows, are spiritual, while to
another, the unillumined human mind, the vision is material. This shows
unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates states
and stages of consciousness.
263:7
When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works
only as God works, he will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth
because he has not tasted heaven. Carnal beliefs defraud us. They make man
an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he would create good, forming
deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those whom he
would bless. He becomes a general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god.
His "touch turns hope to dust, the dust we all have trod." He might say in Bible
language: "The good that I would, I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I
do."
106:9
Man is properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by
his Maker, divine Truth and Love.
266:20-21, 26-27 Mind
The sinner makes his own hell by doing evil, and the saint his own heaven by
doing right.
Mind enthroned is heaven. The evil beliefs which originate in mortals are hell.
330:25
III. The notion that both evil and good are real is a delusion of material sense,
which Science annihilates. Evil is nothing, no thing, mind, nor power. As
manifested by mankind it stands for a lie, nothing claiming to be something, —
for lust, dishonesty, selfishness, envy, hypocrisy, slander, hate, theft, adultery,
murder, dementia, insanity, inanity, devil, hell, with all the etceteras that word
includes.
588:1
HELL. Mortal belief; error; lust; remorse; hatred; revenge; sin; sickness; death;
suffering and self-destruction; self-imposed agony; effects of sin; that which
"worketh abomination or maketh a lie."
241:9-14
Falsehood, envy, hypocrisy, malice, hate, revenge, and so forth, steal away the
treasures of Truth. Stripped of its coverings, what a mocking spectacle is sin!
The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of the Spirit.
115:19-10
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND
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First Degree: Depravity.
PHYSICAL. Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear, depraved will, selfjustification, pride, envy, deceit, hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, disease, death.
Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.
MORAL. Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion, hope, faith, meekness,
temperance.
Third Degree: Understanding.
SPIRITUAL. Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual power, love,
health, holiness.
In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God's image appears.
Science so reverses the evidence before the corporeal human senses, as to
make this Scriptural testimony true in our hearts, "The last shall be first, and the
first last," so that God and His idea may be to us what divinity really is and must
of necessity be, — all-inclusive.
587:25
HEAVEN. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government by divine Principle;
spirituality; bliss; the atmosphere of Soul.
291:13
Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the
manifestations of Mind are harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there
and man is found having no righteousness of his own, but in possession of "the
mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says.
208:20
Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit, the
kingdom of heaven, — the reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be
lost nor remain forever unseen.
536:8
The divine understanding reigns, is all, and there is no other consciousness.
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