Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Ignorance to Understanding
October 6, 2010
Hymns: 149 157 69
The Bible
Prov 4:5-10
Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my
mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep
thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting
get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to
honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of
grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my
sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.
Ex 20:1-3
And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.
Act 17:24-28 to being
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with
men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and
the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him
we live, and move, and have our being;
I John 1:5-7
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
Eph 4:4-6
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.
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Matt 20:16
So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.
Heb 3:4
For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.
Matt 22:36-37
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind.
John 5:19-21
Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son
can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and
sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than
these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.
John 11:1-44
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and
her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his
sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. When
Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two
days still in the same place where he was. Then after that saith he to his disciples,
Let us go into Judaea again. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late
sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus answered, Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he
seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because
there is no light in him. These things said he: and after that he saith unto them,
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then
said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his
death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was
not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. Then said
Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we
may die with him. Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave
four days already. Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs
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off: And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning
their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went
and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy
brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in
the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She
saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which
should come into the world. And when she had so said, she went her way, and
called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.
As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. Now Jesus was
not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. The Jews
then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary,
that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the
grave to weep there. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him,
she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also
weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, And
said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. Jesus
wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! And some of them said,
Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even
this man should not have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh
to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye away the
stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time
he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then
they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew
that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it,
that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth,
bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
vii:17-18
Ignorance of God is no longer the steppingstone to faith.
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SH 586:11
fear. Heat; inflammation; anxiety; ignorance; error; desire; caution.
SH 242:32
We may hide spiritual ignorance from the world, but we can never succeed in the
Science and demonstration of spiritual good through ignorance or hypocrisy.
SH 251:28-3
Ignorance, like intentional wrong, is not Science. Ignorance must be seen and
corrected before we can attain harmony. Inharmonious beliefs, which rob Mind,
calling it matter, and deify their own notions, imprison themselves in what they
create. They are at war with Science, and as our Master said, "If a kingdom be
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand."
SH 555:6
An inquirer once said to the discoverer of Christian Science: "I like your
explanations of truth, but I do not comprehend what you say about error." This is
the nature of error. The mark of ignorance is on its forehead, for it neither
understands nor can be understood. Error would have itself received as mind, as if
it were as real and God-created as truth; but Christian Science attributes to error
neither entity nor power, because error is neither mind nor the outcome of Mind.
SH 304:30
So man, not understanding the Science of being, — thrusting aside his divine
Principle as incomprehensible, — is abandoned to conjectures, left in the hands of
ignorance, placed at the disposal of illusions, subjected to material sense which is
discord. A discontented, discordant mortal is no more a man than discord is
music.
SH 390:7-9
It is our ignorance of God, the divine Principle, which produces apparent discord,
and the right understanding of Him restores harmony.
SH 587:5
God. The great I AM; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and
eternal; Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence.
SH 591:5
man. The compound idea of infinite Spirit; the spiritual image and likeness of God;
the full representation of Mind.
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SH 487:15-13 Spirit…
Spirit is all-knowing; this precludes the need of believing. Matter cannot believe,
and Mind understands. The body cannot believe. The believer and belief are one
and are mortal. Christian evidence is founded on Science or demonstrable Truth,
flowing from immortal Mind, and there is in reality no such thing as mortal mind.
Mere belief is blindness without Principle from which to explain the reason of its
hope. The belief that life is sentient and intelligent matter is erroneous.
The Apostle James said, "Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show
thee my faith by my works." The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens
our days by strengthening our trust in the deathless reality of Life, its almightiness
and immortality.
This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the
diseased, and brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things. The
result of our teachings is their sufficient confirmation. When, on the strength of
these instructions, you are able to banish a severe malady, the cure shows that
you understand this teaching, and therefore you receive the blessing of Truth.
The Hebrew and Greek words often translated belief differ somewhat in meaning
from that conveyed by the English verb believe; they have more the significance of
faith, understanding, trust, constancy, firmness. Hence the Scriptures often appear
in our common version to approve and endorse belief, when they mean to enforce
the necessity of understanding.
SH 115:19-10
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND
First Degree: Depravity.
physical. Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear, depraved will, self-justification,
pride, envy, deceit , hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, disease, death.
Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.
moral. Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion , hope, faith, meekness,
temperance.
Third Degree: Understanding.
spiritual. Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual power, love, health,
holiness.
In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God's image appears.
Science so reverses the evidence before the corporeal human senses, as to make
this Scriptural testimony true in our hearts, "The last shall be first, and the first
last," so that God and His idea may be to us what divinity really is and must of
necessity be, — all-inclusive.
SH 468:9 There
There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and
its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is
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mortal error. Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit
is God, and man is His image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is
spiritual.
SH 280:30-4
The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science of
being is our mortal ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to the
understanding of divine Science, the understanding by which we enter into the
kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that Spirit is infinite and supreme.
SH 317:18-20
The understanding of his spiritual individuality makes man more real, more
formidable in truth, and enables him to conquer sin, disease, and death.
SH 560:30
Ignorance of the divine idea betrays at once a greater ignorance of the divine
Principle of the idea — ignorance of Truth and Love. The understanding of Truth
and Love, the Principle which works out the ends of eternal good and destroys
both faith in evil and the practice of evil, leads to the discernment of the divine
idea.
SH 329:5
A little leaven leavens the whole lump. A little understanding of Christian Science
proves the truth of all that I say of it. Because you cannot walk on the water and
raise the dead, you have no right to question the great might of divine Science in
these directions. Be thankful that Jesus, who was the true demonstrator of
Science, did these things, and left his example for us. In Science we can use only
what we understand. We must prove our faith by demonstration.
SH 127:4
If God, the All-in-all, be the creator of the spiritual universe, including man, then
everything entitled to a classification as truth, or Science, must be comprised in a
knowledge or understanding of God, for there can be nothing beyond illimitable
divinity.
SH 304:3
It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide
spiritual beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: "Neither death, nor
life, . . . nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God." This is the
doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its
manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the
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master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce
mind nor life result in death. The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect
Principle — is sinless and eternal.
SH 1:1-4
The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all
things are possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.
SH 76:12
When advanced to spiritual being and the understanding of God, man can no
longer commune with matter; neither can he return to it, any more than a tree can
return to its seed. Neither will man seem to be corporeal, but he will be an
individual consciousness, characterized by the divine Spirit as idea, not matter.
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