Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Drama
September 21, 2011
Hymns: 33, 74, 447
The Bible
Genesis 3:4-5
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
II Kings 18: 9, 10 (to :), 17 (to second .), 28-33
And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh
year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria
came up against Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of three years they
took it: …And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rabshakeh
from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem. And they
went up and came to Jerusalem.
Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and
spake, saying, Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria: Thus saith
the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you
out of his hand: Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The
Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of
the king of Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria,
Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, and then eat ye
every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one
the waters of his cistern: Until I come and take you away to a land like your own
land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive
and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah,
when he persuadeth you, saying, The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods
of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?
II Kings 19:1-7, 35-37
And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and
covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord. And he
sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the
elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of
Amoz. And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of
trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth,
and there is not strength to bring forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear all
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the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to
reproach the living God; and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath
heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left. So the servants
of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. ¶And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say
to your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast
heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.
Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall
return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.
¶And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote
in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when
they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. So
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch
his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword:
and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in
his stead.
Exodus 20:3-5 (to :)
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them:
I Samuel 17:4-7, 22, 25 (to ?), 32 (to ;)
And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And he had an helmet
of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of
the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. And he had greaves of brass upon
his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear
was like a weaver's beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of
iron: and one bearing a shield went before him.
And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran
into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. And the men of Israel said,
Have ye seen this man that is come up?
And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him;
John 14:27 (Let)
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
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I Kings 19:9-12 (What)
What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord
God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the
Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was
not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in
the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
Matthew 14:25-32
And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.
And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying,
It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them,
saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on
the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship,
he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous,
he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And
immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him,
O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.
Psalms 2:1
Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
Psalms 46:6, 10
The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth
melted. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
529:21
Whence comes a talking, lying serpent to tempt the children of divine Love? The
serpent enters into the metaphor only as evil. We have nothing in the animal
kingdom which represents the species described, — a talking serpent, — and
should rejoice that evil, by whatever figure presented, contradicts itself and has
neither origin nor support in Truth and good. Seeing this, we should have faith
to fight all claims of evil, because we know that they are worthless and unreal.
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538:15-17
The testimony of the serpent is significant of the illusion of error, of the false
claims that misrepresent God, good.
495:14-16
When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His
idea. Allow nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought.
283:8-11 (to first .)
Matter and its effects — sin, sickness, and death — are states of mortal mind
which act, react, and then come to a stop. They are not facts of Mind. They are
not ideas, but illusions.
129:28
The very name, illusion, points to nothingness.
276:26-28
Discord is the nothingness named error. Harmony is the somethingness
named Truth.
52:19-23
The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and
intelligence and the mighty actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were
the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian Science, which armed him
with Love.
545:27
Truth has but one reply to all error, — to sin, sickness, and death: "Dust
[nothingness] thou art, and unto dust [nothingness] shalt thou return."
103:25
The truths of immortal Mind sustain man, and they annihilate the fables of
mortal mind, whose flimsy and gaudy pretensions, like silly moths, singe their
own wings and fall into dust.
250:28-30
Upon this stage of existence goes on the dance of mortal mind. Mortal thoughts
chase one another like snowflakes, and drift to the ground.
403:14-20
You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state of
self-deception and not the truth of being. Mortal mind is constantly
4

producing on mortal body the results of false opinions; and it will continue to do
so, until mortal error is deprived of its imaginary powers by Truth,
which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion.
207:9-13
We must learn that evil is the awful deception and unreality of existence. Evil is
not supreme; good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter primary,
and the law of Spirit secondary.
263:20
There can be but one creator, who has created all. Whatever seems to be a
new creation, is but the discovery of some distant idea of Truth; else it is a new
multiplication or self-division of mortal thought, as when some finite sense peers
from its cloister with amazement and attempts to pattern the
infinite.
563:1-7
Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony is
the real and discord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin, sickness,
and death. We may well be perplexed at human fear; and still more astounded
at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its horns in the many inventions of
evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness?
192:11-16
Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and
not of wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the immortal. It is the headlong
cataract, the devouring flame, the tempest's breath. It is lightning and hurricane,
all that is selfish, wicked, dishonest, and impure.
454:5-9, 11-13
The understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and
plants the feet in the true path, — the path which leads to the house built
without hands "eternal in the heavens."
That evil or matter has neither intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute
Christian Science, and this is the great truth which strips all disguise from error.
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