Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: Righteous Judgment
September 7, 2011
Hymns: 340, 329, 283
The Bible
Genesis 49:1, 16-18
And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I
may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.
¶Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a
serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his
rider shall fall backward. I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.
Luke 18:1-8 (to .)
And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint; Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God,
neither regarded man: And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto
him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but
afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet
because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming
she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall
not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he
bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
583:26
Dan (Jacob's son). Animal magnetism; so-called mortal mind controlling mortal
mind; error, working out the designs of error; one belief preying upon another.
391:17
Justice is the moral signification of law. Injustice declares the absence of law.
When the body is supposed to say, "I am sick," never plead guilty. Since matter
cannot talk, it must be mortal mind which speaks; therefore meet the intimation
with a protest. If you say, "I am sick," you plead guilty. Then your adversary will
deliver you to the judge (mortal mind), and the judge will sentence you. Disease
has no intelligence to declare itself something and announce its name. Mortal
mind alone sentences itself. Therefore make your own terms with sickness, and
be just to yourself and to others.
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104:29-15
Our courts recognize evidence to prove the motive as well as the commission of
a crime. Is it not clear that the human mind must move the body to a wicked
act? Is not mortal mind the murderer? The hands, without mortal mind to direct
them, could not commit a murder.
Courts and juries judge and sentence mortals in order to restrain crime, to
prevent deeds of violence or to punish them. To say that these tribunals have
no jurisdiction over the carnal or mortal mind, would be to contradict precedent
and to admit that the power of human law is restricted to matter, while mortal
mind, evil, which is the real outlaw, defies justice and is recommended to mercy.
Can matter commit a crime? Can matter be punished? Can you separate the
mentality from the body over which courts hold jurisdiction? Mortal mind, not
matter, is the criminal in every case; and human law rightly estimates crime, and
courts reasonably pass sentence, according to the motive.
430:17-32
Suppose a mental case to be on trial, as cases are tried in court. A man is
charged with having committed liver-complaint. The patient feels ill, ruminates,
and the trial commences. Personal Sense is the plaintiff. Mortal Man is the
defendant. False Belief is the attorney for Personal Sense. Mortal Minds,
Materia Medica, Anatomy, Physiology, Hypnotism, Envy, Greed and Ingratitude,
constitute the jury. The courtroom is filled with interested spectators, and Judge
Medicine is on the bench.
The evidence for the prosecution being called for, a witness testifies thus: —
I represent Health-laws. I was present on certain nights when the prisoner, or
patient, watched with a sick friend. Although I have the superintendence of
human affairs, I was personally abused on those occasions.
431:20-22, 25-2
The next witness is called: —
I am Coated Tongue. I am covered with a foul fur, placed on me the night of the
liver-attack.
Another witness takes the stand and testifies: —
I am Sallow Skin. I have been dry, hot, and chilled by turns since the night of the
liver-attack. I have lost my healthy hue and become unsightly, although nothing
on my part has occasioned this change. I practise daily ablutions and perform
my functions as usual, but I am robbed of my good looks.
The next witness testifies: —
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I am Nerve, the State Commissioner for Mortal Man.
432:6-12, 20-24
I was witness to the crime of liver-complaint. I knew the prisoner would commit
it, for I convey messages from my residence in matter, alias brain, to body.
Another witness is called for by the Court of Error and says: —
I am Mortality, Governor of the Province of Body, in which Mortal Man resides.
Another witness takes the stand and testifies: —
I am Death. I was called for, shortly after the report of the crime, by the officer of
the Board of Health, who protested that the prisoner had abused him, and that
my presence was required to confirm his testimony.
433:1-7, 13-19, 24
The testimony for the plaintiff, Personal Sense, being closed, Judge Medicine
arises, and with great solemnity addresses the jury of Mortal Minds. He
analyzes the offence, reviews the testimony, and explains the law relating to
liver-complaint. His conclusion is, that laws of nature render disease homicidal.
As the Judge proceeds, the prisoner grows restless. His sallow face blanches
with fear, and a look of despair and death settles upon it. The case is given to
the jury. A brief consultation ensues, and the jury returns a verdict of "Guilty of
liver-complaint in the first degree."
Judge Medicine then proceeds to pronounce the solemn sentence of death
upon the prisoner.
For this crime Mortal Man is sentenced to be tortured until he is dead. "May God
have mercy on your soul," is the Judge's solemn peroration.
The Bible
Deuteronomy 33:1, 20 (to 2nd ,), 21
And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children
of Israel before his death.
¶And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion,
And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of the
lawgiver, was he seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he
executed the justice of the Lord, and his judgments with Israel.
Psalms 89:14-16, 18 (to ;)
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go
before thy face. Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall
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walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all
the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.
For the Lord is our defence;
Psalms 9:7-9 he
he hath prepared his throne for judgment. And he shall judge the world in
righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. The
Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
John 8:2-11, 15, 16
And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people
came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. And the scribes and
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set
her in the midst, They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery,
in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be
stoned: but what sayest thou? This they said, tempting him, that they might
have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the
ground, as though he heard them not. So when they continued asking him, he
lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one
by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and
saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine
accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.
Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.
And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father
that sent me.
Genesis 18:25 Shall
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
Science and Health
586:21
Gad (Jacob's son). Science; spiritual being understood; haste towards harmony.
434:1-17, 19-29
Swift on the wings of divine Love, there comes a despatch: "Delay the
execution; the prisoner is not guilty." Consternation fills the prison-yard. Some
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exclaim, "It is contrary to law and justice." Others say, "The law of Christ
supersedes our laws; let us follow Christ."
After much debate and opposition, permission is obtained for a trial in the Court
of Spirit, where Christian Science is allowed to appear as counsel for the
unfortunate prisoner. Witnesses, judges, and jurors, who were at the previous
Court of Error, are now summoned to appear before the bar of Justice and
eternal Truth.
When the case for Mortal Man versus Personal Sense is opened, Mortal Man's
counsel regards the prisoner with the utmost tenderness.
Then Christian Science turns suddenly to the supreme tribunal, and opens the
argument for the defence: —
The prisoner at the bar has been unjustly sentenced. His trial was a tragedy,
and is morally illegal. Mortal Man has had no proper counsel in the case. All the
testimony has been on the side of Personal Sense, and we shall unearth this
foul conspiracy against the liberty and life of Man. The only valid testimony in
the case shows the alleged crime never to have been committed. The prisoner
is not proved "worthy of death, or of bonds."
435:19-23, 28
Watching beside the couch of pain in the exercise of a love that "is the fulfilling
of the law," — doing "unto others as ye would that they should do unto you," —
this is no infringement of law, for no demand, human or divine, renders it just to
punish a man for acting justly.
Then what jurisdiction had his Honor, Judge Medicine, in this case? To him I
might say, in Bible language, "Sittest thou to judge . . . after the law, and
commandest . . . to be smitten contrary to the law?" The only jurisdiction to
which the prisoner can submit is that of Truth, Life, and Love. If they condemn
him not, neither shall Judge Medicine condemn him; and I ask that the prisoner
be restored to the liberty of which he has been unjustly deprived.
436:15-23
Prior to the night of his arrest, the prisoner summoned two professed friends,
Materia Medica and Physiology, to prevent his committing liver-complaint, and
thus save him from arrest. But they brought with them Fear, the sheriff, to
precipitate the result which they were called to prevent. It was Fear who
handcuffed Mortal Man and would now punish him. You have left Mortal Man no
alternative. He must obey your law, fear its consequences, and be punished for
his fear.
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437:14
Man self-destroyed; the testimony of matter respected; Spirit not allowed a
hearing; Soul a criminal though recommended to mercy; the helpless innocent
body tortured, — these are the terrible records of your Court of Error, and I ask
that the Supreme Court of Spirit reverse this decision.
440:33
Here the counsel for the defence closed, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, with benign and imposing presence, comprehending and defining all law
and evidence, explained from his statute-book, the Bible, that any so-called law,
which undertakes to punish aught but sin, is null and void.
441:10-12, 15-17, 33-7
The plea of False Belief we deem unworthy of a hearing. Let what False Belief
utters, now and forever, fall into oblivion, "unknelled, uncoffined, and unknown."
Our law refuses to recognize Man as sick or dying, but holds him to be forever
in the image and likeness of his Maker.
We have no trials for sickness before the tribunal of divine Spirit. There, Man is
adjudged innocent of transgressing physical laws, because there are no such
laws. Our statute is spiritual, our Government is divine. "Shall not the Judge of
all the earth do right?"
The Jury of Spiritual Senses agreed at once upon a verdict, and there
resounded throughout the vast of Spirit the cry, Not guilty.
442:12
Divine Love had cast out fear. Mortal Man, no longer sick and in prison, walked
forth, his feet "beautiful upon the mountains," as of one "that bringeth good
tidings."
391:3
Blot out the images of mortal thought and its beliefs in sickness and sin. Then,
when thou art delivered to the judgment of Truth, Christ, the judge will say,
"Thou art whole!"
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