Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: You Shall Know Them by Their Fruits
September 29, 2010
Hymns: 97 458 141
The Bible
Matt 7:14-20
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it. ¶Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Gen 2:17
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Matt 7:13
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
Rev 22:2
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Pro 4:1, 2, 3 to son 4-19
Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.
For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was my father's son. He
taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my
commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither
decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve
thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore
get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall
promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She
shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to
thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be
many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.
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When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou
shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is
thy life. ¶Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For they sleep not, except
they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some
to fall. For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. But
the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day. The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they
stumble.
James 2:26
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
Pro 25:14
Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.
I Kings 17:17, 19, 21-24
¶And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of
the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in
him.
And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.
And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and
said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again. And the
Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and
he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber
into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son
liveth. ¶And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.
Mark 16:17,18
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
Matt 10:8
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 342:2
The hour has struck when proof and demonstration, instead of opinion and
dogma, are summoned to the support of Christianity, "making wise the simple."
SH 14:6
To be "present with the Lord" is to have, not mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but
the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in Christian
Science. To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of God, to be
absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.
SH 201:1-3
The best sermon ever preached is Truth practised and demonstrated by the
destruction of sin, sickness, and death.
SH 98:4-21
The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the
reappearance of the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no
other sign shall be given. Body cannot be saved except through Mind. The
Science of Christianity is misinterpreted by a material age, for it is the healing
influence of Spirit (not spirits) which the material senses cannot comprehend, —
which can only be spiritually discerned. Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses
do not express Christian Science; much less can they demonstrate it.
Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds,
the demonstration of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical
Science. It is imperious throughout all ages as Christ's revelation of Truth, of Life,
and of Love, which remains inviolate for every man to understand and to practise.
SH 303:21
The belief that pain and pleasure, life and death, holiness and unholiness, mingle
in man, — that mortal, material man is the likeness of God and is himself a
creator, — is a fatal error.
SH 532:5
All human knowledge and material sense must be gained from the five corporeal
senses. Is this knowledge safe, when eating its first fruits brought death? "In the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die," was the prediction in the story
under consideration. Adam and his progeny were cursed, not blessed; and this
indicates that the divine Spirit, or Father, condemns material man and remands
him to dust.
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SH 201:20-2
Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is
not forsaken, is as foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels.
SH 204:19-6
Judging them by their fruits, they are corrupt. When will the ages understand the
Ego, and realize only one God, one Mind or intelligence?
False and self-assertive theories have given sinners the notion that they can
create what God cannot, — namely, sinful mortals in God's image, thus usurping
the name without the nature of the image or reflection of divine Mind; but in
Science it can never be said that man has a mind of his own, distinct from God,
the all Mind.
The belief that God lives in matter is pantheistic. The error, which says that Soul is
in body, Mind is in matter, and good is in evil, must unsay it and cease from such
utterances; else God will continue to be hidden from humanity, and mortals will sin
without knowing that they are sinning, will lean on matter instead of Spirit, stumble
with lameness, drop with drunkenness, consume with disease, — all because of
their blindness, their false sense concerning God and man.
SH 451:8-23
Students of Christian Science, who start with its letter and think to succeed without
the spirit, will either make shipwreck of their faith or be turned sadly awry. They
must not only seek, but strive, to enter the narrow path of Life, for "wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which
go in thereat." Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and where his
treasure is, there will his heart be also. If our hopes and affections are spiritual,
they come from above, not from beneath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the
Spirit.
Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mindhealing, knows that human will is not Christian Science, and he must recognize
this in order to defend himself from the influence of human will.
SH 38:21
Jesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings
were the fruits of other people's sins, not of his own. The eternal Christ, his
spiritual selfhood, never suffered. Jesus mapped out the path for others. He
unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love. To those buried in the belief
of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the senses, he said in
substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye should
understand and be converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the material
senses shut out Truth and its healing power.
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SH 39:8
We must have trials and self-denials, as well as joys and victories, until all error is
destroyed.
SH 35:19
Our baptism is a purification from all error. Our church is built on the divine
Principle, Love. We can unite with this church only as we are new-born of Spirit,
as we reach the Life which is Truth and the Truth which is Life by bringing forth the
fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the sick. Our Eucharist is spiritual
communion with the one God. Our bread, "which cometh down from heaven," is
Truth. Our cup is the cross. Our wine the inspiration of Love, the draught our
Master drank and commended to his followers.
xi:1-21
Many imagine that the phenomena of physical healing in Christian Science
present only a phase of the action of the human mind, which action in some
unexplained way results in the cure of disease. On the contrary, Christian Science
rationally explains that all other pathological methods are the fruits of human faith
in matter, — faith in the workings, not of Spirit, but of the fleshly mind which must
yield to Science.
The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the
operation of divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in
human consciousness and disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness
gives place to light and sin to reformation. Now, as then, these mighty works are
not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign of Immanuel, or "God
with us," — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and repeating
itself, coming now as was promised aforetime, To preach deliverance to the
captives [of sense], And recovering of sight to the blind, To set at liberty them that
are bruised.
SH 243:25
Truth has no consciousness of error. Love has no sense of hatred. Life has no
partnership with death. Truth, Life, and Love are a law of annihilation to everything
unlike themselves, because they declare nothing except God.
SH 494:25-24
Which of these two theories concerning man are you ready to accept? One is the
mortal testimony, changing, dying, unreal. The other is the eternal and real
evidence, bearing Truth's signet, its lap piled high with immortal fruits.
Our Master cast out devils (evils) and healed the sick. It should be said of his
followers also, that they cast fear and all evil out of themselves and others and
heal the sick. God will heal the sick through man, whenever man is governed by
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God. Truth casts out error now as surely as it did nineteen centuries ago. All of
Truth is not understood; hence its healing power is not fully demonstrated.
If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would
be absurd to try. Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he
spoke of the sick, "whom Satan hath bound," and find a sovereign antidote for
error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on human belief, a power which opens
the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive free physically and
morally.
When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His
idea. Allow nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor
doubt overshadow your clear sense and calm trust, that the recognition of life
harmonious — as Life eternally is — can destroy any painful sense of, or belief in,
that which Life is not. Let Christian Science, instead of corporeal sense, support
your understanding of being, and this understanding will supplant error with Truth,
replace mortality with immortality, and silence discord with harmony.
SH 299:18-30
Knowledge gained from material sense is figuratively represented in Scripture as a
tree, bearing the fruits of sin, sickness, and death. Ought we not then to judge the
knowledge thus obtained to be untrue and dangerous, since "the tree is known by
his fruit"?
Truth never destroys God's idea. Truth is spiritual, eternal substance, which
cannot destroy the right reflection. Corporeal sense, or error, may seem to hide
Truth, health, harmony, and Science, as the mist obscures the sun or the
mountain; but Science, the sunshine of Truth, will melt away the shadow and
reveal the celestial peaks.
SH 496:9
We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself: Am I living the life that
approaches the supreme good? Am I demonstrating the healing power of Truth
and Love? If so, then the way will grow brighter "unto the perfect day." Your fruits
will prove what the understanding of God brings to man. Hold perpetually this
thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, which enables
you to demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing, based upon its
divine Principle, Love, underlying, overlying, and encompassing all true being.
SH 354:18
Consistency is seen in example more than in precept. Inconsistency is shown by
words without deeds, which are like clouds without rain. If our words fail to
express our deeds, God will redeem that weakness, and out of the mouth of
babes He will perfect praise. The night of materiality is far spent, and with the
dawn Truth will waken men spiritually to hear and to speak the new tongue.
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SH 426:8-11, 14-16
When the destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle
for Truth makes one strong instead of weak, resting instead of wearying one. Man
should renew his energies and endeavors, and see the folly of hypocrisy, while
also learning the necessity of working out his own salvation.
SH 232:32
There is neither place nor opportunity in Science for error of any sort. Every day
makes its demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of Christian
power. These proofs consist solely in the destruction of sin, sickness, and death
by the power of Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is an element of progress,
and progress is the law of God, whose law demands of us only what we can
certainly fulfil.
SH 342:21
Christian Science awakens the sinner, reclaims the infidel, and raises from the
couch of pain the helpless invalid. It speaks to the dumb the words of Truth, and
they answer with rejoicing. It causes the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and the
blind to see. Who would be the first to disown the Christliness of good works,
when our Master says, "By their fruits ye shall know them"?
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